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     Once again, lunch at the Nanninga Es-
tates on Sunday, July 22, capped the sea-
son of summer church performances.  After 
a whirlwind tour of Marshall  and Nemaha 
counties and performances in 11 churches, 
the convoy of cars, carrying hungry and 
thirsty barbershoppers and spouses, rolled 
into Terry and Karen’s driveway ready to 
settle down for a delicious lunch. 

     There was no doubt in anyone’s mind 
about whether they had found the Nan-
ninga’s’ residence.  In the meadow, appro-
priately dressed and obviously “on pitch” 
stood a handsome barbershop quartet.  The 
quartet, an arch with the name 
“NANNINGA” spelled out in large wooden 
letters, and Karen’s  traditionally beautiful, 
abundant flower gardens made it perfectly 
clear that the choristers had arrived at the 

correct destination. 

     As advertised, pulled pork sandwiches were 
the main entrée.  The sandwiches, however, 
were only the beginning of a buffet line that in-
cluded potato salad, baked beans and several 
other salads.  And, as usual, the dessert table 
was overflowing with cakes, pies, cookies and 
brownies. 

      Finally, what picnic lunch would be com-
plete without homemade vanilla ice cream?  If 
you missed seeing the device consisting of an 
electric motor, drive belts and gear boxes that 
Terry and Dreda Smith used to turn the 
freezer, be sure to request a repeat perform-
ance sometime in the near future.  (I can envi-
sion more homemade ice cream being a perfect 
addition to the cookies at any one of our Thurs-
day evening meetings).           Continued on page 3 

Nanninga’s treat Chapter to delightful  
Summer picnic 

Photo and  article by  
Bart Bartholomew 
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Karen Nanninga    
1379 26th Road 
 Axtell,  Kansas 66403 

 Phone: 785-736-2870  
email: taren@bluevalley.net  

 Unless carrying a byline or some form of credit to 
borrowed sources, all items in this bulletin are by 
the editor and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the chapter or board.  All photos in the 
bulletin are by the editor, unless otherwise 
identified. 
    All chapter officers are expected and chapter 
members are encouraged to contribute their ideas 
on a regular basis 

Chapter Officers 
President…………...……………..Bob Swenson 
Membership and  
   Chapter Development VP………...Bill Hanson 
Music & Performance VP………....…..Tom Fish 
Marketing and 
    Public Relations VP………….....Harvey Kiser 
and President Elect 
Secretary………………………..…….Pat Caffey 
Treasurer………………….…….…...Bill Bunyan 
Member at Large…….……………Don Thomson 
Member at Large……….………Loren Alexander 
Member at Large ………..……..…...Chuck Marr 
Member at Large ………………....Jim Lindquist 
Member at Large …………….…John Thomason 

Appointments  
SPEBSQSA  A-063 Delegate….…...Bill Hanson 
Musical Director.……………………...Ken Lang 
Associate Musical Director …..….Don Thomson 
Assistant Musical Director….…..Myron Calhoun 
Music Chairman………….………….Bob Ridley 
Service Chairman………….…….Leonard Purvis 
Show Chairmen...……….........Jim Lindquist and  
……………………………….…...Don Thomson 
Uniforms……………….….………..Chuck Marr 
Bulletin Editor…….....….……...Karen Nanninga 
Web Master………………......Bart Bartholomew 
       www.littleapplechorus.org 

     InCider Press, a monthly publication,  is the 
official publication of the Manhattan, Kansas  
chapter of the Central States District (CSD) of the 
Barbershop Harmony Society.  
     The Manhattan Chapter is the home of the 
Little Apple Chorus.  The chapter and chorus meet  
every Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m. at the First 
Methodist Church Activity Center on the corner of 
Poyntz and  6th Street, Manhattan, Kansas. 
     For more information about meetings or joining 
call or write to the Editor. (see below) 

 

       It is interesting that we recently introduced this song as one we will 
be singing in a future show.  As I think about it, I remember the rather 
comedic interpretation our Past International Champion Quartet FRED 
gave while singing this song during the Denver Convention.  For those 
not witnessing that presentation, when they came to the phrase "and I 
think to myself - - -" they stopped singing and through motions indi-
cated that they were thinking 'to themselves'!  It was cleverly done as is 
all of FRED's material. 
    Of course I have always enjoyed this song having heard it many 
years ago, and it has always remained in what might be called my sub-
conscious mind as a pleasant opportunity to express my personal phi-
losophy.  And so by substituting only the last word, you can make a 
statement on just about any subject. 
       I suppose you'd be quick to grasp the meaning if I substituted the 
last word in the title above with "Hobby"!  But as we've seen, this or-
ganization is more than a hobby.  Telva and I have enjoyed so many 
experiences through our affiliation with SPEBSQSA and now BHS, that 
it really has become not a hobby but a lifestyle! 
  That is not to say we don't enjoy other activities like KSU Football, 
watching the grandkids, woodworking, house remodeling, gospel sings, 
and socializing.  But we find that most of our future plans somehow 
seem to be centered around BHS events of some sort.  Seldom does a 
BHS event have to take the back seat to family or life's other commit-
ments. 
      And then it becomes apparent that every member of our chapter 
has, in some way or other, allowed this "hobby" to turn at least partially 
into a lifestyle!  Witness the many men and families in our chapter who 
changed plans at the last minute to be a part of Mary Lindquist' s fu-
neral.  It wasn't the opportunity to sing that brought us to the church 
that Saturday morning, it was the love, respect and interaction we've 
shared with Jim  and his family over the years that made us want to 
be a part of that farewell.  I don't know about you, but I found my emo-
tions getting in the way of my singing. 
     Which goes to say that barbershopping is a life altering experience.  
Many of us find our best friends as members of this chapter.  We share 
the fun, fellowship, and accomplishments of the chapter and enjoy the 
interaction with one another on Thursday evenings, go away refreshed 
for other life's activities, yet look forward to the next chapter meeting 
because there'll be more to enjoy all over again. 
  And so our "lifestyle" may be approaching a new pinnacle as we pre-
pare for competition this fall.  It is with a new resolve and dedication 
that your officers, and music committee have formulated the plans for 
that special time in October when we "give it our all" to demonstrate to 
the rest of the district that we can perform well on the contest stage.  
Sure we've been good at many areas of this barbershop lifestyle, but I 
sense new dedication to do well in October. 
  So even if you can't be a part of the competition chorus, remember 
we haven't forgotten you.  Seventy percent of each chapter meeting is 
still designed for all members of the chapter, whether going to KC or 
not, and for that 30% that is strictly competition chorus oriented, we're 
asking you to observe our faces and actions to make us even better at 
what (continued on page 5) 

What a Wonderful World         

By 

Bob Swenson President 
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Both VLG’s joined together for a Church Performance  at Salem Lutheran Church.   
The reports that I have been hearing from Salem’s m embers is they loved the perform-
ance and wished it could have been longer.  

Making their first appearance at the summer 
picnic is the new quartet “ The Wooden 

Notes”. They have been having a standing 
performance since then.  Their voices maybe 
a bit grainy by now but they are not off grain 

and plan on a smooth finish to their tour.  

 

Don Thomson leads the men in song, 
while the wives listen. 

Photo by Bart Bartholomew 
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Members enjoy singing in Nanninga’s 
yard after their summer chapter picnic. 

An enjoyable Sunday in July            
by                                                                                                           

John Thomason  

     The morning of July 2, 2007 was the start of a beauti-
ful mid-summer Sunday.  Stephanie  and I enjoyed the 
company of John  and Pat Schlender , Frank  and Alice  
Carpenter , and Dan Bartholomew in our van while we 
made the trek to Centralia, to begin our morning of 
Church Performances.  After our contingent of the Little 
Apple Chorus  entertained congregations in Centralia, 
Axtell, and Vermillion we met up with the other part of 
the chorus at the Lutheran Church south of the Nan-
ninga Homestead.  The other contingent of the Little 
Apple Chorus  had entertained congregations in Blue 
Rapids and Waterville that morning.  After our last great 
rendition of “Swing Down Chariot” at the Lutheran 
Church we all traveled a couple miles up Hwy 87 to 
Karen  and Terry Nanninga’s home. 
     The picnic tables were already under the shade of 
several large, friendly trees.  The iced tea and lemonade 
was cold.  The homemade ice cream, courtesy of Terry 
Smith, was churning in the back yard.  In the kitchen 
was a feast fit for a harvest crew!  There were more 
BBQ pork than we all would be able to eat.  Baked 
beans, fresh veggies,  and salads of many varieties 
were all ready for the hungry singers and their families.  
On a separate table was my favorite course, DESSERT!  
Pies, cakes, cookies and brownies were all in plentiful 
supply.   
      After everyone had eaten their fill of great food Terry 
Smith and Dreda dished out their delicious ice cream.  
His portions must have been just right because of the 
last freezer full ran out just as every one had a bowl of 
sweet, cold, “Delight”.  After all had finished this fine 
feast, Don Thomson led us in a song of Thanksgiving. 
      Karen and Terry Nanninga’s beautiful country 
home was a comforting sight after a busy morning sing-
ing.  It was an ideal place for a rest, a meal, and a social 
gathering for the Little Apple Chorus and family.  I will 
speak for all who were there and say, Thank you very 
much!�  

The shade and food were both enjoyed by 
the chorus members and their families.  Be-
low Bill Hanson celebrates his ?? birthday 

with a dish of Smith’s excellent  homemade 
ice cream. 

 
 Continued from page 1   
     On behalf of the members and guests of the Little 
Apple Chorus,  we thank you, Terry  and Karen , for 
once again providing such a perfect setting, delicious 
food and gracious hosting of our annual summer pic-
nic.�  
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     I am a “late” bloomer as far as barbershop music is 
concerned.  I enjoy being with men who enjoy singing.  I 
have to credit Ray Sharp with acting on the form I filled 
out at the first Little Apple Barbershop Show I attended.  
He contracted me, and invited to me to your quest.  I was 
sold.  At that time there were five or six men who came 
from Clay Center and gasoline wasn’t $3.00 a gallon. 
     As a high school student I played C sax in the band, 
so I had to learn to read music.  As a 6th grade teacher in 
a large suburban school, I discovered that to get the boys 
to sing in music class, I needed to sing along with them.  
That gave me enough confidence to sing tenor in the 
church choir in St. Louis County. 
     Our immediate family is small.  One wife of 56 years, 
our one daughter is married and they have three children.  
The grandson and one granddaughter are interested in 
music.   
    My hobby is rebuilding wrecked automobiles, which 
has kept us in good transportation. 
     Note from Evelyn:  When Bill retired after 27 years as 
elementary principal, he swore that he was not going to 
write any more “year end” reports.  Basically he has stuck 
to that!�  

(Continued from page 2) 
we're trying to do.  As witnessed recently there may 
need to be some individual "one-on-one" coaching, but 
it is given and hopefully received to make us better pre-
pared on the contest stage.  And that experience will 
surely transfer greater entertainment value to our show 
patrons next Spring. 
  So we encourage you to jump into this new lifestyle 
with both feet, be a little crazy, come further out of your 
shell, and enjoy the opportunity we've challenged our-
selves to.  Hopefully with your involvement and enthusi-
asm your own lifestyle will be enhanced to the point that 
you, too, can proudly say "What a Wonderful - - - life-
style!". �  

Meet Member  
Bill Lewis 

    Annual Meeting Notice  

 Notice is hereby given to all members of the 
Manhattan Chapter, A-063, Central States Dis-
trict, that the annual meeting of this organiza-
tion will be held on Thursday evening, Septem-
ber 27, 2007, at approximately 9:00 PM.   We 
will conduct an election of officers for the 2008 
calendar year, as well as conduct any other 
business that may be appropriate at that meet-
ing.  Only those chapter members present may 
vote.  All members are encouraged to attend. ����  

A mother firefly was taking her children for a walk near 
dusk, and they came to a dark woods.  "All right, kids," 
she ordered, "line up, and whatever happens, don't shine your 
light.  There are owls in the forest and they might 
fly down and eat you!" The small fireflies did as they were told, 
with the youngest firefly at the end of the line.  As they were 
moving carefully along, suddenly the mother saw a light far 
back. "Stop!" she whispered.  "Who lit the light back there?" "I 
did," admitted the youngster. "You heard what I told you," 
scolded the mother. "Why did you disobey?" Well," said the 
l i t t l e  o n e ,    .  .  .  .  .  .   
            "when you gotta glow,  you gotta glow."  �  

President…………...…………...…...Harvey Kiser 
Membership and  
  Chapter Development VP……..…...Bill Hanson 
Music & Performance VP……….....…..Tom Fish 
Marketing and 
Public Relations VP…………....John Thomason 
Secretary………………………..… ….Pat Caffey 
Treasurer………………….…….… ...Bill Bunyan 
Member at Large…….……………Don Thomson 
Member at Large……….………Loren Alexander 
Member at Large ………..…….. …...Chuck Marr 
Member at Large ………………. ...Jim Lindquist 
Member at Large ……………. …Terry Nanninga 
Member at Large………… …...Fred Wachsmuth 

Nominating Committee 
Report 

By 
Terry Nanninga  

    The following slate of officers was 
presented to the board for the election 
on September  27, 2007  

     Election time will soon be here for the 2008 offi-
cers. This is a very important time for all the chapters 
in the society. We spend very little time with business 
at our chapter meeting but for the elected board 
members there are numerous  decisions to make 
each month. Your election of these officers really sets 
the direction that your chapter follows in its business 
matters. We need to nominate and elect those mem-
bers that will direct the chapter in the direction that all 
members can support.�  

Elections 
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     Seven guys from our Little Apple Chorus had var-
ied experiences in the workshops.  We gathered to-
gether for meals and general assemblies.  All of us got 
acquainted with guys (& a few gals) from across the 
country and world. 
     Each of us could talk at length about our many ex-
periences.   In the following I give an overview of my 
experiences – each other person has a different set.  
Above all, this week gave me a lot of things to work on 
as I continue to try to make a good sound as I sing.  
Ken may hear some results – we hope! 
     1.  Little Apple Chorus Group – The close friend-
ship we developed helped keep the experience posi-
tive.  A lot of guys came alone and some sat alone at 
meals.  We included a variety of guys from other 
places in our group; Don Thompson joined us one 
day,  And we laughed a LOT. “Good friends help make 
the day.” 
     2.  Vocal Techniques by Farris C ollins, Albuquer-
que; bass in Bank Street, 1989 2nd place, in the top ten 
for years.  About 15 in this class from three countries 
and a variety of choruses.  Skill levels varied a lot.  
Each of us got analyzed and helped with technique.  
Very positive approach by Farris .  Scary to me – and 
to most of the others. 
“Breathe through the nose with open mouth – and RE-
LAX.” 
     3.  Harmony College Chorus , Russ Young , Dir., 
Mesa, AZ, bar. in Standing Room Only,  4x medalists.  
About 25 in chorus (2 bar's – a Canadian and me) – all 
degrees of vocal mastery – intensive instruction and 
drill that ended in a credible performance.  Huge ad-
vance in 5 days past big problems.  Thanks to Russ  
and everyone in the group. 
“Loren  – project more!” 
     4.  Rehearsal Techniques for Quartets, by Brandon 
Guyton,  Cleveland, TN; in College Champion Qt 1996, 
Int’l Champion Qt 2002, Pro Tools software program 
engineer.   40+ in class  (9T, 9L, 15B, 8 Bar.)  Thor-
ough presentation on organization and tone balance.  
“Adjust tone to common placement and sound im-
proves greatly.”  Yes! 
          5.  How To Be A Great Baritone, by Russ 
Young.  4 guys – two from our chorus and 2 from a 
chapter that brought all of the chorus -- fees paid.  Ob-
served and analyzed DVDs for baritone quality and 
techniques; the four of us tried things as a quartet.  
Russ has coached most gold medal quartets.   “Fine 
tuning of a chord requires bar’s to adjust pitch and vol-
ume.”  It isn't easy!! 

     6.  Making Learning CDs Like Tim Waurick , by Tim 
Waurick,  St. Peters, MO; tenor in Vocal Spectrum , 
2006 Int’l Qt. Champions, tenor section leader in Am-
bassadors of Harmony .  Introduction. to and demo of 
use of inexpensive software programs; then, a few par-
ticipants recorded tracks for learning CDs.   Astounding 
possibilities; tweak anything.   (Tim went wild on a song 
in the final show with VS.  Phew!  Great!!) 
“Careful, tedious work pays off more than expensive 
software 
     7.  Evening events:  General assembly (everyone in 
one large room with large screens and good sound sys-
tem).  Jim Henry, Dir of Ambassadors of Harmony , 
gave keynote address and audience gave huge reac-
tion.  It’s available on website.  “Barbershop is NOT a 
hobby for most of us, but a ministry.”   Other nights we 
had first-timers groups perform (no instruction—just fun 
stuff), quartets, our Harmony College Chorus , a gos-
pel sing with Joe Liles , and the last night a big program 
with Mason ’s youth chorus, a directors’ chorus, Honors 
Chorus, Ambassadors of Harmony, and Vocal Spec-
trum .  “Best venue and quality I’ve ever heard.”  (Brian  
helped us save seats in fifth row in a wonderful old thea-
ter in downtown St. Joseph, MO.) 
     8.  Morning events:  General assemblies with a new 
tag by a new guy each day, a song directed by a new 
guy each day (we got the music ahead of time), an-
nouncements with great wit by Rick Spencer .  We 
(hundreds) sang polecat songs prior to the beginning of 
each session – a variety of guys directed these. 
     9.  Campus:  We had a market place upstairs, meals 
in large dining hall (Union), rooms in dorms.  Buildings 
are scattered over a lot of space so we walked a lot, and 
all of them look about alike -- so some of us got lost now 
and then.  The Missouri Western State University seems 
to be very new – nice rooms and good technical equip-
ment.  Harmony University will take place here at least 
the next five years. 
     10.  Rick Spencer and all other organizers and 
workers:  They did a fine job.  If you have worked with 
organizing an event, imagine having one for 700 folks 
from many chapters from around the world at a time 
when you are moving everything from one location to 
another.  Messy stuff happens.   
     Next year should run much better, as a lot of us did-
n’t get the music and learning CDs ahead of time, etc.  
Accolades for Rick , who kept announcements fun to 
hear, and to the whole crew (many), who did yeoman 
work.  And to the faculty who maintained a positive atti-
tude throughout.  Cheers!  Vielen Dank!  Dank U wel.  
Arigato gozaimasu, Muchas gracias! �  

Ten main elements of        
Harmony University 2007          

according to Loren Alexander 
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      It has taken a week for my feet to approach the 
ground.  How could it not be great?  We had Loren with 
his wisdom and humor, the great voices of Brian 
Swenson and Tom Fish, the eager approach to meet-
ing folks of Harvey , cheerleader Fred and Mr. Awe-
some's  ability to break the "ice" in any situation (testing 
mikes, scooting all over the place and serving as 
"guinea pig" in the Physics of Sound classes). 

     Add truly awe inspiring instructors such as Joe Liles , 
David Wright, & Royce Ferguson plus friends, music 
and ice cream.  It added up to this "its great to be a Bar-
bershopper!" 

     Did I learn anything?  Where do you start after such 
a week of singing barbershop music for and with some 
of the worlds top singers, directors and song writers.  
When you are surrounded by talented barbershoppers 
from all over the world, it's easy to sing your best ever! 

     The techniques to become a good barbershop singer 
includes - keep the breath support constant; sing as if 
you are going to break out in a smile; keep a sigh in 
your voice; don't push the sound, let it flow; listen to and 
blend with the leads tone and pitch; enjoy the sound of 
your group; feel it; trust in your quartet or chorus; put 
yourself in the championship mode and GO FOR IT! 

     For me, I had two "gold medal moments: when eve-
rything clicked and we made music as a quartet.  With 
two fine tenors to my right and our own Brian Swenson 
on my left using his great baritone to make the music 
flow, my bass seemed to fit and I could feel the music 
and the goose bumps confirmed it. 

      I can't wait until next year.  Now if I could just find 3 
other guys to sing with, it would be truly "GREAT TO BE 
A BARBERSHOPPER!"  �  

     This week at Harmony University was an eye 
opener.  It is not just a hobby; it is a life style, if you 
want to put the theme for it. Try “Gold Medal Moment.”  
I tell you the whole week was my “Gold Medal Mo-
ment.  The family that we all belong to is awesome, the 
harmony, and music is the best kept secret.  We mem-
bers need to get this out to as many people as possi-
b le .   I t  shou ld  no t  be  a  sec re t .                                                  
     The dedication of the staff and all that were there to 
share the love their art, and I mean everybody, was 
just a heart lifting experience.  The teaching part was 
mind bending.  The love they have for sharing their 
knowledge was outstanding.  We did have some rough 
spots that turned out for the best and if you are a direc-
tor, I have all the heartfelt respect for you.  I know from 
experience this week from the harmony collage cho-
rus, you have to represent your chapter, and yourself, 
and what needs to be done to get that harmony experi-
ence. 
      The energy I have gotten with this, I will say is 
awesome.  The friendships I have made this week will 
out weigh anything.  I had so much fun with Don, Bill, 
Loren, Harvey, Brian, Tom and I can’t leave out Mr. 
Awesome.   He was my lift for the day, and also the 
Thursday night practice.  It was a gas, and I look for-
ward to the years that I will spend with my chapter. 
      I woke this morning with a renewed light shining in 
my heart for the love of Barbershop.  I will just tell you 
that this time here at Harmony was more than a learn-
ing experience.  The show Saturday was a most beau-
tiful music experience for this first timer. 
     Wow. I love starting day with song and ending with 
song.   will be going back next year and for years to 
come. �  

What a week!   

By 

Bill Bunyan 

What an eye opener   

By 

Fred Wachsmuth 

Karen’s  
Komments 

     Well, the picnic is history now, (there are reports on 
it elsewhere in this newsletter),  From the reports I am 
hearing, it was a good day.  We were very glad you 
could come.  I do not mind entertaining, and I have 
about decided that I like to cook, I just don’t like to de-
cide what to cook.  The Wooden Notes are still stand-
ing, but they will soon finish their performance, to 

make way for the next ones.  (For those of you who 
could not come, I have scarecrows who do different 
things in the lower yard, through out the year, and this 
time is was a barbershop quartet).  My daughter 
thought we should name them, Ron, Tim, Zeke , and 
Rob.  Would anyone know where she got that idea?  
   It was fun to sit in the back of the room while Jim 
Bagby  was working with the members.  Everyone 
was giving him their full attention and putting in to 
practice to the best of their ability to do what he said.  
Great job guys.   
     Our new exchange student was with us, Alexan-
der is from Germany, and plays the cello.  He was 
impressed with the music style.  It was new to him. �  
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     Many an ‘a-ha’ was experienced by this writer at 
Harmony University held in St. Joseph July 29 to Au-
gust 5.  The classes I took were Vocal Techniques, 
How to Be a Better Bass, Singing in the Harmony Cho-
rus, and ‘Tune It or Die:’ The ‘a-ha’s for this singer 
were: 

    �  The size of the opening inside the mouth  
        is the key to better vowel production.   
       This involves keeping the tongue 
        relaxed with the tip touching the  
        back of the lower teeth. 

      �  Unexpected tension robs the singer  
         of producing good vowel sounds.   
         For each of the 20 students in the 
         Vocal Techniques class, instructor  
         James Estes helped all individually  
         improve their singing by reducing  
         tension in the arms, legs, neck, cheeks,  
         lips and tongue as well as improving  
         their posture. 

      �  “Standing” in our seats is a way to                                               
          describe the seating position for 
          better sound production.  

      �   The internal smile  
          lifts the cheek and the eyebrow muscles  
          and greatly facilitates the tuning of  
          our chords. 

      �   Moving up a ½ step on the scale seems  
           to be a larger move than one would  
           expect and moving down ½ step on  
           the scale seems to be less of a move  
           down than one would think. 
     Joe Liles , one of our Society’s premier instructors 
and arrangers, used five exercises to have us tune our 
chords finding the ‘sweet spot’ in the chord.  As we 
went through the week, we learned to listen better to 
each other that improved the tuning of the chords al-
lowing us to have the thrill of hearing the ‘overtones’ as 
well as ‘undertone’ tones.  What a great sound we are 
able to make! 
      I urge anyone, who hasn’t ever attended the annu-

ally-held Harmony University, please plan to do so in the 
near future!  I think that afterwards you will look at sing-
ing in a new way!  Having Jim Bagby coach our chorus 
last Saturday is an example of what you experience at 
Harmony University.  There are 50 faculty members like 
Jim .  The fantastic and inspiring week also included 
singing with 580 guys in our morning opening sessions 
and the tremendous Saturday night show of the Honors 
Chorus directed by Jim Henry , the Next Generation 
Chorus, the Directors Chorus, the Ambassadors of 
Harmony Chorus and the international champion Vo-
cal Spectrum quartet. �  

Ah ah  moments at 
 Harmony University  

By 

Harvey Kiser  VP, Marketing and Public 
Relations  

     You knew you were in the presence of greatness... 
but of awesomeness too? The name badge never lies: 
Mason Swenson is truly awesome, as his badge 
proudly declares. A third-generation Barbershopper, 
the 11-year-old hails from the Manhattan, Kansas 
Chapter. 
Try to spot Mr. Awesome as he blurs past on his Razr 
scooter, chatting away on his ever-present celly head-
set. 
And ask him if he is in fact more awesome than Joe 
Connelly. Our preliminary analysis: 

Mr. Awesome 
From harmonyuniversity.blogspot.com/ 
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    For those who got to experience last Saturday's bar-
bershop experience with Jim Bagby , we know you 
gained a lot from his being here.  And while many have 
stopped to say thanks to me personally, recognize that 
we had to do this as a group for it to be successful, so 
therefore, your attendance was at least as important as 
the few contacts I made to get Jim  here. 
    Sure there are many stories to be told about the fun 
we had, but what we gained individually will never be 
told in total.  I personally found myself wearing out by 
the time we quit, and several others have indicated that 
they also experienced fatigue from the intense but fun 
work we accomplished.  
     A personal thanks to Harvey Kiser , who checked 
and found that we hadn't reserved the meeting area, 
then got that all straightened out so we didn't have to go 
elsewhere.  Also that wonderful riser crew seems to as-
semble the risers in ever-decreasing time and effort.  
Thanks guys for your important and sometimes unno-
ticed giving. 
    But the real darlings that made this day great showed 
up about 11:00 AM and prepared a wonderful meal for 
us to enjoy without having to go "off premise".  It was 
tasty, served with a smile, and plentiful.  Our ladies 
group had planned to do this in an earlier meeting, 
then through the efforts of Paula Caffey, Sharon Pur-
vis, Karen Nanninga, Marilyn Bunyan, Janet Kiser, 
Connie Lee, and Telva Swenson , we had a great lunch 
to enjoy.  Thanks Ladies, we couldn't have done it with-
out you. �  

Couldn’t have been better  

By 

Bob Swenson 

Members of the Little Apple Chorus    
listen intently to the instructions of    

Jim Bagby. 

BARBERSHOP HISTORY 
QUIZ 

author: Mark Axelrod, editor of "Blue 
Chip Chatter," Teaneck, NJ.  

QUESTIONS:                                                                      
1- Who is known as Mr. Barberpole Cat and why? For 
extra credit, what was (and is) the purpose of the Bar-
berpole Cat program? 

2- Name the two VIP barbershoppers who collabo-
rated with Mr. Barberpole Cat in the creation of the 
program. 

3- When was the Barberpole Cat program launched? 

4- What was the predecessor of the Barberpole Cat 
program called and when did that earlier effort come 
into existence? 

5- How many Pole Cat songs exist today? How many 
existed when the program was launched? For extra 
credit, name them.                           Answers on page 11. 

The birds have to use potholders to pull worms out of 
the ground.  

The trees are whistling for the dogs. 

The best parking place is determined by shade instead 
of distance.  

Hot water now comes out of both taps. 

You learn that a seat belt buckle makes a pretty good 
branding iron. 

The temperature drops below 95 F and you feel chilly.  

You discover that in August it only takes 2 fingers to 
steer your car. 

you discover that you can get sunburned through your 
car window.  

You actually burn your hand opening the car door. 

You break into a sweat the instant you step outside at 
7:30 a.m. 

You realize that asphalt has a liquid state. 

The potatoes cook underground, so all you have to do 
is pull one out and add butter.  

The cows are giving evaporated milk. 

Farmers  feed their chickens crushed ice to keep them 
from laying boiled eggs.  

It is so hot in      
Kansas. . . 



 

The chapter board met on Monday night August 20th at 
Westbank Townhomes Clubhouse.  The board decided 
that the chapter will pay the registration fee for chapter 
members who are singing in the Contest (CSD Conven-
tion and Contest) October 20th in Kansas City.  This is 
the regular fee.  If you want the expanded version, you 
can pay the difference.  Of course, if your spouse wants 
to attend, you need to pay her fee. 

       The board also decided to pay for the director’s ho-
tel and transportation for the CSD Convention and Con-
test.  

            The night of November 8th was selected for 
Chapter Member Recruitment Night (otherwise known 
as guest night.) 

       The Annual Meeting – when we elect officers – will 
be September 27th.  The slate of officers is listed else-
where in this bulletin. 

        If you are interested in attending a board meeting, 
they are usually on Mondays once a month at the West-
bank Townhomes Clubhouse.  The next meeting will be 
September 10th at 7:30pm. 

Board happenings 
By 

Pat Caffey 

Ramblings from associate 
director Don Thomson 

     I still am amazed and happy to see so many of my 
friends on Thursday evenings throughout the summer. I 
can remember when we might have 11 singers on 
Thursday evening, and we would hope to have all the 
parts covered. Thursday evenings are so much more 
fun when everyone is present.  
     I think, however, that we could improve on our 
promptness. We are good about starting our rehearsals 
on time, but more often than not our chorus will double 
sometime after we begin. It would be very nice to have 
everyone present for the warm-ups and first several 
songs we sing. Our director spends a lot of time prepar-
ing for rehearsal, and if we are not there, we can't hear 
what he has to present to us. Can we work on that?     
Harmony University once again provided members of 
our chapter some wonderful Barbershop experiences 
(learning and social). I am expecting to read about many  

of them in this newsletter. I was able to attend for one 
day. In that one day I received excellent instruction from 
a premier chorus director, and got to spend a couple of 
hours with Joe Liles.  

     Then, the most fun was eating meals with our Man-
hattan contingent and learning from them their experi-
ences from the day and the week.         I can tell you that 
each one of them was very involved in their classes and 
totally immersed in the activities of the week. What a 
sight to behold. I was very proud of all of them, and I 
know that we can expect our chorus to be better be-
cause of their involvement. Thanks, guys, for taking time 
to improve yourselves while also making our chapter 
and chorus better. (I am sure their names will be printed 
elsewhere in this newsletter.) 

     We were honored with the invitation to sing at Mary 
Lindquist's funeral on August 4th. This was a difficult 
task for us, as most of us knew Mary so well. I am totally 
certain that Mary heard us on that day, and I am just as 
certain that she was pleased as she has been such a 
wonderful Barbershop wife as well as a supporter and 
ambassador for us for the past 30 years. We will miss 
Mary, and our hearts will always be with  
Jim , Molly and Matt. . 

     What a wonderful Saturday session with Jim  Bagby ! 
We all were given so many ideas to ponder and remem-
ber. We will try to reemphasize the major points during 
our upcoming rehearsals. He certainly had a lot of areas 
to work on, and enough material to more than cover 
those areas, but he also gave us many compliments, 
while pointing out how we can reinforce our strengths. 
  
     There is neither time nor space to cover the things 
he said. But at the end of the session, he said that he 
would be willing to come to a Thursday evening re-
hearsal between now and District Contest. I don't think 
he would have said that had he not thought we were 
worth it. Hopefully we can work that out! 
      
     The music for the 2008 show is almost solidified. 
There are still a couple of loose ends, but by this week, 
you will have 90% of the music in your folders.      
      

     Remember when we used to have 90% (hopefully) 
by January? Now, this is August, and some of us feel 
behind the power curve, because we are not sure that 
we have all the music yet!  We should have everything 
in  p lace by the end of  the month. 
 
      To close with my ramblings, I would like to congratu-
late Karen Nanninga for her wonderful newsletter and 
her dedication to doing this important task. I am sorry 
that I do not remember the exact placing, but she placed 
very high in the competition of electronic newsletters. It 
also seems to me that each newsletter gets a little bet-
ter. Thank you, Karen !�  



    

 Steve Seals receives his membership cer-
tificate from chapter President Bob 

Swenson.  

Harry Harmony  went to a psychiatrist    
 

" I've got problems.  Every time I go to bed I think there's 
somebody under it.  I'm scared.  I think I'm going crazy."  

 
"Just put yourself in my hands for one year," said the 
shrink.  "Come talk to me three times a week, and we 

should be able to get rid of those fears."  
 

"How much do you charge?"  
 

"Eighty dollars per visit, replied the doctor."  
 

"I'll sleep on it," said Bubba.  
 

Six months later the doctor met Bubba on the street.   
"Why didn't you ever come to see me about those fears 

you were having?" asked the psychiatrist.  
 

"Well Eighty bucks a visit three times a week for a year 
is an awful lot of money!  A bartender cured me for $10.  
I was so happy to have saved all that money that I went 

and bought me a new pickup!"  
 

"Is that so!  And how, may I ask, did a bartender cure 
you?"  

 
"He told me to cut the legs off the bed! - Ain't nobody 

under there now !!!"  

An adventure 
with  

Harry Harmony 

 At our last meeting we planned the meal for the chorus 
members  on Aug 18.  It was great to have so many will-
ing volunteers.  Thanks to all of you who contributed in 
any way. 

     We are in the process of ordering shirts, that  will 
match the tan shirts that our husbands wear to Church 
Performances and other occasions. We will wear them 
at the contest in KC.  If you would like to order one, we 
need to know soon.  Joan Thomson is in charge of this 
and she has shirts that you that try on for size.  The 
sizes  run small .  

We are meeting on the second Thursday evening while 
the guys have chapter meeting.  We would love to have 
you there.  Our next meeting will be September 13.  
This time we will discuss what we did this summer.  
Please try to join us. �  

1- Floyd Connett (the Society's very first musical field 
rep) was dubbed Mr. Barberpole Cat because the concept 
of the program was his. The idea behind the program was/
is to provide all barbershoppers everywhere with common 
arrangements of simple barbershop chestnuts to be sung 
during contest weekends, inter-chapter get-togethers and 
any other events where barbershoppers from different 
chapters find themselves in the same place at the same 
time. It's barbershopping's very own secret handshake. 

2- Mac Huff , a musical field rep employed by the society 
in the 1960's and 1970's, and Ralph Ribble , the society 
president at the time the program was launched. 

3- 1971 

4- The Barberpole Cat program had no predecessor per 
se. However, Floyd Connett saw the need for it, or some-
thing like it, as early as the late 1950's. It was then that 
Floyd  published the song book entitled Just Plain Barber-
shop, which provided barbershoppers with a common rep-
ertoire for the first time. (Extra personal trivia - In the fall of 
1967 when I started singing in my first quartet, the FDU 
Barbershop Quartet - this was before I became a society 
member - all of the songs we learned were in Just Plain 
Barbershop. This collection of old, simple barbershop 
tunes remains available from the society to this day). 

5- The original Pole Cat songs from 1971 include: My Wild 
Irish Rose, Down Our Way, Honey/Little Lize Medley 
(counted as one song), Sweet, Sweet Roses Of Morn and 
Shine On Me. The 12-song series we are familiar with to-
day was adopted in 1987 by a vote of all society members 
and consists of the five songs mentioned above plus: Wait 
Till The Sun Shines Nellie, Let Me Call You sweetheart, 
Heart of My Heart, Sweet Adeline, Down By The Old Mill 
Stream, Sweet And Lovely and You Tell Me Your Dream. 

Attention barbershop  wives 

Quiz answers 



Calendar of Events 



 �

Thanks to the following for contributing to 
this newsletter.  Bill Bunyan, Harvey Kiser, 
Bob Swenson, Fred Wachsmuth, John Tho-
mason, Terry Nanninga, Don Thomson, Bill 
Lewis, Pat Caffey, Loren Alexander and Bart 
Bartholomew .  

Chapter meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. 
Quartet/polecat practice begins at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Upcoming  Events 

 Sep. 8   4th Annual "Great Kansas Sing 
Out" -- Kansas State Fair, Hutchinson, KS  Chapter Meeting 

Board Meeting 

Chapter Meeting                
Ladies Night 

Deadline for Hotel reservation 
for Central States (CSD) Dis-
trict Fall Convention  

Chapter Meeting              
Elections 

Quartet in Nameplate 

Wooden Notes 

September 6 

September 10 

September 13 

 

September 20 

 

September 27 

Deadline for submitting articles for the next 
InCider is  September  10 

Karen Nanninga 

1379 26th Road  

Axtell, Kansas 66403 


