March 2008 InCider Press Page 5

More Singing Valentines Retreat Photos

| was told this is a picture of two pieces of
ham and a hunk of bologna.

As you can see by the photos the Singing Valentines
were received by a wide assortment of people. From
very young ladies, to ladies of all ages. Also men.
Older men, soldiers, and we aren’t quite sure. They
were delivered to many different locations, places of A favorite part of the retreat was the lunch
work, homes, schools, care homes, restaurants, and served by some the wives of the chapter.
just about any place.

Members listening to Bryon Meyers during the
retreat
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Meet Member
Steve Thompson

| am originally from a rural farming community in
Summum, lllinois which is located in central Illinois
about 50 miles from nowhere. | attended a 2 room
schoolhouse that housed the entire 1% through 4"
grade and | admittedly learned more from those 4
years of “schoolin” than any other time in my life.
From the entire class going out to cut down our Christ-
mas tree, to the music teacher coming in once a week
to teach us for an hour, it culminated in a wonderful
lifetime of great memories. This is where | had my first
solo singing experience. It was our Christmas show
and | had the opportunity to get in front of the entire
school (About 25 students) and all the parents and
sing “What Child is This?” which remains my favorite
Christmas Carol.

From 5" grade through High School | got to go to
the big city school. There were about 175 students
from kindergarten through high school. | had a gradu-
ating class of a whole 12 students, played 8 man Foot-
ball (Both offence and defense), and those of us lucky
enough to be in the marching band also could not play
at the football games because we didn't have enough
students to do both. | started out playing Bass drum
and moved up to snare drum and eventually played
the trap set in our Jazz Band. | was also in our Jr. and
Sr. High chorus. 1 still sing a lot of those old songs.

Once | graduated, | went into the Army and was
stationed between here at Ft. Riley and Germany sev-
eral times. | was in a Country band here in Manhattan
from 1979-1982 named Lonestar. (Somehow, another
group got a hold of that name and went to superstar-
dom.) | was also in a couple of country bands in Ger-
many (Shiloh and Texas Pride) where | played the trap
set and sang solos and harmony on a lot of our sets

. Once | retired from the Army, | settled down here in
Manhattan and at first became a business owner with
Dream Maker Construction as a general contractor,
then went back to letting someone else do the books
by working for the government and working for Home
Depot as the Plumbing Pro. | currently am a Human
Resources Specialist at Fort Riley for the Army Bene-
fits Center for Civilians (ABC-C) where we service
(Handle all their benefits) of all Department of the
Army Civilians worldwide to include some congres-
sional people and some of the people that work in
some house up on Pennsylvania Ave. in Washington
DC. | am a member of the KQWA (Kansas Quality
Woodworks Assoc.), BPOE in Junction City, a member
of the VFW, Patriot Guard, sing in the Praise Team at
College Heights Baptist Church along with Dr. Bob

InCider Press

March 2008

Ridley, and am Lifetime Disc Jockey Award winner with
Hooah Radio (www.hooahradio.com) where | am a vol-
unteer DJ supporting our troops around the world. |
have done a lot of work with Habitat for humanity and
have worked with many local volunteer groups in sup-
port of numerous causes near and dear to my heatrt.

| am married to my wonderful Blushing Bride Kathy
(Mary) and we celebrate our 25" Wedding anniversary
this year in June. We have 2 kids and 8 grandkids. Our
son Thomas is currently a contractor in Iraq where he
drives a Fuel truck and his wife and 2 grandkids reside
in Indianapolis, Indiana, and he should be returning from
Iraq for good in April, where he will be a full time over
the road truck driver. Our Daughter Shauna and her
family live in Ft. Lee Virginia. Her husband is in the Mili-
tary, they will be moving to Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri
in August, so we will be able to see six of the grandkids
a lot more.

We have two 4-legged kids (our dogs) at the house
(Riley and Skooter) who keep us busy with daily walks
and companionship. My hobbies include Woodworking,
Cooking and BBQing, smoking meat, sausage and
jerky, cake decorating, hunting, fishing, camping
(RVing), and taking trips on my motorcycle with my wife.

My first experience with singing with Barbershop is
right here with our chorus. | am so pleased to be a
member of such a great bunch of guys. From day one |
felt right at home. Although | do not read music, | do
read time (One of the faults of banging on a drum all
your life), the other members of the Bass section keep
me going and with the likes of Leonard sitting behind
you, how can you not help but Love being right there. |
am looking forward to spending many years with the
chorus and | hope someday to be able to be in one of
the Quartets what else can | say, “I just Love it here!”

A Thank you

From Chuck Marr

PRl

| want to thank the many barbershoppers that @
sent cards, E-mails and offered personal con-
dolences on the recent death of my mother. I@
was called back to lllinois the day before the

% Chapter Retreat to be with her in her final days. @
% She was just a few months short of 99 years old

her life

PR oD T T e

and lived a long, full life. Thanks again for re-@
membering me and my family and celebrating @
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Heating up

By Don Thomson
Associate Director

Things are “heating up” in our show preparations. We
have seen just about everything that will be in the show
now; however, there will be some last minute items to
insert. You haven't seen the “Wells Fargo Wagon” yet,
nor the “bandstand in the park”. Pat and Paula Caffey
will present us with another beautiful set (it is already
built!). They have been helped by Steve Thompson
and Dave Fink. Every year we are impressed with their
work. Thank you Pat, Paula, Steve , and Dave!

We also have not seen the students who will perform
with us. We will sing “Angels Among Us” with them, so
we still have to rehearse with them. And, they are also
rehearsing their song and dance number, which will be a
very impressive part of our show. A few of the students
will perform in the “Seventy-Six Trombones” parade with
us, and Telva Swenson has designed and created
some very colorful band uniforms and hats for them.
Just wait until you see them! Thank you so much, Telval!

Then, Linda Uthoff is going to appear with us again
singing “Dream Of Now”. She will be down to rehearse
with us in April.

So, you can see that although we have come a long
way towards bringing the show together, we still have a
few things to coordinate and work on. Your attendance
is very important each week to help pull all this together.

Please mark March 27" on your calendar! This is the
evening we will have our uniforms approved by our cos-
tume coordinators. Come to rehearsal on March 27" in
your costumes!

Perhaps by then we will also have our new vests!
Thank you to Chuck Marr for taking on this large task!

This show has the makings of being one of the most
diverse and entertaining that we have had for awhile.
Thank you all for learning the music, being attentive to
the teachings of our director, and your faithful atten-
dance. See you next Thursday!

4 E E EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEp
Can you tell me how old the dinosaur bones are?" a tourist m
= asked the museum guard.

: They are three million, four years and six months old."
m That's an awfully exact number. How do you know their
B age so precisely?"

: Well, the dinosaur bones were three million years old
m When | started working here and that was four and a half
m years ago."
‘lllIlllllllllllllllllllllllr
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Sing like a
Cadillac

By John Thomason

My Uncle Paul and Aunt Mary began their married
life in 1924 with a new Model T Ford. They nursed
that old “tin lizzie” through the dust bowl and depres-
sion days and in 1937 bought a new V-8 Ford Sedan.
Uncle Paul never thought that “New” Ford was as
good on the muddy roads as the Model T but it was
great on the highway. That ‘37" Sedan got them
through WWII and in 1950 they bought a new Dodge
with Fluid Drive.

1959 saw another new Dodge in the driveway as
well as 1967.

My Dad was a Buick mechanic at Manhattan Motors
for 19 years and he always kidded Uncle Paul for not
driving a “good automobile”. Of course Dad always
drove a Buick. When Uncle Paul was 71 years old he
bought a new 1973 Buick. When Paul and Mary re-
turned from their annual Winter trip to Phoenix he ad-
mitted to my Dad that he had owned many cars in his
life but the Buick was the first real automobile he ever
had.

How does this story relate to us as members of the
Little Apple Chorus ? When we start on a hew song
we are like the Model T, a little shaky but we will get
there. The V-8 is the time we spend learning the mu-
sic but are not comfortable “on the road” without the
music in front of us. The Dodges are the steady im-
provements we accomplish especially in January and
February.

Now is the time to “be a Buick” Get off the Music!
Learn the Choreography! Practice Riser Etiquette!
Get ready to put it on “Cruise Control”! But wait,
THERE'S MORE! Why not “Sing Like A Cadillac”?
When we get on that stage at McCain Auditorium let's
show the audience that Ken Lang (Buick Mechanic)
has transformed a bunch of Model T's into a fleet of
Cadillac’s!
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Yet again, “You Raise Me Up -

By Gary Drake

Last Week | knew something was missing. And in-
complete. As | participated in practice last night it
dawned on me---- was unable to make it to Manhattan
last week. | was missing the sounds, the smiles, ring-
ing of chords and of course the band of brothers all
linked in harmony. | had missed my weekly injection of
BHS by the LAC! Music is a gift from the soul and the
joys of singing can truly lift you up.

I have one more out of state trip known between
now and show and already anticipate that gap. No
matter what the ailments, the stress, the worries from
life—there is something quite special that happens on
Poyntz every Thursday night. Please accept my
thanks for the gift from you soul and the your of singing
you share.

Thanks for raising me up.

Actions of the Board
By Pat Caffey, Secretary

The board met Monday, March 10th, at Westbank
Townhomes Clubhouse. Don Thomson reported that
there will be a uniform "show and tell" at the chapter
meeting on March 27th. He also discussed having an
Easter theme for our 2009 show, because it will be the
day before Easter.

Chuck Marr reported that the order for purple
vests has been placed, together with orders for black
bow ties.

The board set March 30th as the date for singing at
worship services at Fort Riley if we can arrange bus
transportation.

In other action, the board voted to pay part of the
tuition for members attending Harmony University.
The chapter will pay half of the enroliment fee based
on the amount charged for enrollment prior to the May
deadline. For later enrollees the chapter would pay
the same amount, but it would, of course be less than
half of the fee.

New Vests

By Chuck Marr , Uniform Chairman

The Board has approved outfitting our chorus in pur-
ple vests (worn with our tuxedos) for your upcoming
show. The purple fabric has a pattern with a little
‘sparkle’ that we have tested under the McCain Audito-
rium lights. This will be worn with a black bow tie in-
stead of our regular red tie/cummerbund. The chapter
will underwrite a portion of the cost of the vest. Mem-
bers cost will be $30 for the vest and $2 for the tie- total
member cost $32. We will work out a system of distribu-
tion and payment prior to the show as soon as our order
is received.

For some that have been members a while you may
be wondering ‘why another vest?’. Most of our show
audience members are ‘regular attendees’ or those that
have attended and supported our show for several
years. One challenge that our directors always have is
to keep the show new, different and exciting. Thus, we
try to use new music, different sets, a new guest quar-
tet, and a slightly different appearance to keep our audi-
ence from dropping away saying ‘it was about like last
year’. In addition, a purple vest around Manhattan KS
provides some other opportunities for individuals, quar-
tets and our chorus to have a timely and unique appear-
ance.

You have provided measurements; however, this is to
give us a general estimate of sizes. The vests will come
in some standard sizes (small, medium, large, etc) with
some adjustable straps to allow you make some individ-
ual adjustments.

It is always exciting to be on stage when the curtain
rises and listen for the audience reaction as they see
over 60 guys on the risers looking sharp in our tuxes
(and purple vests). And then, when we start to sing---
wWOow!

Do we have yours?

By Terry Nanninga Lead

The membership bio project has been very well ac-
cepted by the Little Apple Chorus members. At last
count there are 42 online and a few still pending. If you
need help to fill out the member bio information contact
Bart Bartholomew or Terry Nanninga .

If you are not able to do this on line we will have the
form to complete, and we will enter this for you. Bart
has done the bulk of the work to make this possible.

I will start putting all the information in booklet form
shortly. Please help us make this project as complete as
possible by filling out one of the forms or indicating that
you do not want to participate.
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An Adventure with g 2

Harry Harmony g

At the urging of his doctor Harry Harmony moved to
Arizona.

After settling in he met a neighbor who was older man.

Harry said, "My Doctor told me to move here for my
health. Is it a really good place to live?”
“ It sure is, the man replied, “When | first arrived here |
couldn’'t say a word , hardly had any hair on my head, |
didn’'t have the strength to walk across the room and |
had to be helped out of bed.”

“That is wonderful.” Harry said.” How long have you
live here?”

| was born here the neighbor replied.

Komments by Karen

We sure enjoyed our trip to Yellowstone and a visit
with our daughter and her family the end of February.

| enjoyed working with Singing Valentines. It is fun to
take an order and hear the excitement as they are or-
dered and then to hear the story about how it turned out.

A note to those of you who want a hard copy ( we are
happy to provide them for you). Those of you who have
requested one will have a label on it with your name.
Please pick up that copy. Then we know you received
yours and we won’t have to spend postage to send it to
you. It will save the chapter some money.

Sell those ads
By Jim Lindquist Co Show Chairman

Little Apple Chorus members can significantly impact
the financial success of our spring show by selling pro-
gram ads.

John Desper and Lee Ann are working very hard to
make sure we reach as many businesses as we can to
give them the opportunity to support our Chapter and ad-
vertise in our show program.

Lee Ann, or someone else representing the program
ad committee will be at chorus rehearsals 30 minutes
early on Thursday nights at 7:00 p.m. to assist members
as you pick up contact cards for Manhattan and area
businesses. Lee Ann has sorted out your sales contacts
from last year so you can easily pick up those cards.

You can help us reach many more businesses by com-
ing prepared with a list of businesses and professional
people that you are willing to contact. Think of businesses

Singing Tips

Stolen or borrowed from Jon Wagner , Editor and Di-
rector for the Par For The Chorus
of Sun City Florida

Techniques that should always apply in your singing.

1) Softer singing is always preferred, especially for
older voices such as ours. Not only is it of better qual-
ity, but it's much healthier for us—softer does NOT =
slower;

2) Warm-up can and must be done on your way to any
rehearsal or performance - the best is to softly hum
thru your songs and then sing them in a whisper - as
you drive to the event;

3) Higher = Softer; Lower = Volume Soften your
voice as you progress up the scale....

4) R’s should be sung with tongue against the back of
your bottom teeth...

5) Middle T's "Huh," you ask? The letter T in the mid-
dle of a word is seldom wanted to be heard: of-Ten,
should be sung as of-Den or of-en... follow your direc-
tor's wish.

6) Phrases, not words are to be sung;

7) Tell Stories, don't sing words, as if you were reading
the lyrics to children;

8) Watch the Director—I know it's hard, but try, eh?

you patronize, doctors, dentists, lawyers, account-
ants, etc. and prepare a list. If every member commits
to making at least 10 contacts, we can set new re-
cords for financial support for our Chapter and in-
crease the attendance at our show.

1. Give your list to Lee Ann when you arrive Thurs-
day night.

2. Lee Ann will pull the cards for those businesses
and professional people and be ready to give them to
you at the break.

3. Pick up a program of last year's show that you can
take with you to show how we can feature the busi-
ness.

4. Pick up ticket vouchers from Loren Alexander to
give to businesses depending on the size of their ad.
(the number of vouchers for the different size ads is
on the card you will get from Lee Ann) The vouchers
can be exchanged at the McCain box office the day of
the show for a show ticket and entry into McCain
Auditorium.

Return program advertising, business cards and
money for ads to John Desper/Lee Ann and return
the voucher accounting form to Loren Alexander by
Thursday, April 3rd.
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Calendar of Events

March 13 Chapter Meeting
Ladies Night
March 20 Chapter Meeting
March 27 Dressed Rehearsal
March 30 Fort Riley Performances
April 3 Chapter Meeting
April 10 Chapter Meeting
April 14 Board Meeting
April 17 Chapter Meeting

Upcoming Events
April 12 Hays Kansas Chapter Show
April 12 Topeka Kansas Chapter Show

April 18-20 CSD Spring Convention, lowa City
lowa

Deadline for submitting articles for the next
InCider is April 14

Thanks to the following for contributing articles—
Chuck Marr, Bob Swenson, Harvey Kiser, Pat
Caffey, Steve Thompson, Don Thomson,
Terry Nanninga, John Thomason, Jim
Lindquist, and Harvey Kiser




