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The Little Apple Chorus all decked out for Christma s as they presented 
songs for the season at the Dutch Mill Sweet Adelin es’  Christmas  

concert at Houston Street Ballroom in Manhattan . 

   What a fun afternoon and evening.  For 
many years Don and I have discussed the 
idea of having a Christmas Concert.  It all 
seemed impossible because of our yearly 
preparation for the annual show.  Not this 
year!  By joining with the Wamego Dutch 
Mill Chorus  we were able to accomplish 
something entirely new for our chorus.  I 
know our fall schedule seemed pretty hectic, 
but the chorus came through with flying col-
ors, and I think, had fun along the way. 
   The Wamego board began discussing this 

possibility soon after our spring show where 
they were our guests.  My daughter brought 
their invitation to my attention soon after that 
and it went to our board.  The board agreed 
and Kathy Cornish , Wamego director, 
picked the songs we were to prepare for the 
joint performance.  After viewing the selec-
tions, I thought to myself that this would be a 
big undertaking. We traveled to Wamego to 
rehearse, and their chorus came to Manhat-
tan a few weeks later.  What a ya know....we 
got a show. 

    On Sunday, December 6, we met at Hous-
ton Street Ballroom for what I think was a 
great success.  The Wamego Chorus presed       
                                           continued on page 3 

Joined together in song 
By Ken Lang Director 
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Karen Nanninga    
1379 26th Road 
 Axtell,  Kansas 66403 

 Phone: 785-736-2870  
email: taren@bluevalley.net  

   Unless carrying a byline or some form of 
credit to borrowed sources, all items in this 
bulletin are by the editor and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the chapter 
or board.  All photos in the bulletin are by the 
editor, unless otherwise identified. 
    All chapter officers are expected and 
chapter members are encouraged to 
contribute their ideas on a regular basis 

ChapterOfficers 
Immediate Past President -   - Harvey Kiser 
President -                                  Bill Hanson 
VP  Marketing  
and Public Relations - -    John Thomason   
VP Music   
&Performance -                 -Loren Alexander 
VP Chapter  Development  
& Membership - -                         Dave Fink 
Treasurer                                 Bob Swenson  
Secretary                                   -  Pat Caffey 
Board Member  -                           -Ken Lyle 
Board Member  -                   -Jim Lindquist 
Board Member  -                       -Cam Beatty 
Board Member  -                   -Don Thomson 
Board Member  -              -Fred Wachsmuth 
Board Member  -                      -Steve Cross 

Appointments  
Musical Director.………………………KenLang  
Associate Musical Director ….…..Don Thomson 
Assistant Musical Director……...Myron Calhoun 
Music Chairman……….….................Bob Ridley 
Show Chairmen...……….........Jim Lindquist and  
………………………….….….... Don Thomson 
Singing Valentine Chairman ………….Ken Lyle 
Youth in Harmony Chairman …….Travis Troyer 
Equipment Manager …………..Fred Wachsmuth 
Uniform Manager……………….….Cam Beatty 
Marr 
Bulletin Editor…….....…..……..Karen Nanninga 
Web Master…………………..Bart Bartholomew 

     InCider Press, a monthly publication,  is the 
official publication of the Manhattan, Kansas  
chapter of the Central States District (CSD) of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society.  
     The Manhattan Chapter is the home of the 
Little Apple Chorus.  The chapter and chorus 
meet  every Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m. at the 
First Methodist Church Activity Center on the 
corner of Poyntz and  6th Street, Manhattan, 
Kansas. 
     For more information about meetings or 
joining call or write to the Editor. (see below
 �

    Talk about a year of performances!  We started with our quartets, 
including 3 new ones, performing Singing Valentines and ending with 
the chorus performing seven new Christmas songs -- four of which 
were performed with the Wamego Dutch Mill Sweet Adeline Chorus 
at their show. 

    Between these two events, the chorus performed -- its Spring Show 
SINGSPIRATION, with the Manhattan Municipal Band, 13 worship ser-
vices of churches on three Sundays, patriotic songs at a special D-Day 
Celebration, the American Legion Regional Convention and the Man-
hattan American Legion. 

    Members worked hard to improve their singing and performing.  
They participated in sectionals, helped each other learn words and 
notes, and participated in a day-long chapter retreat with clinician Jim 
Bagby.   The chapter chorus performed in a very strong contest with a 
solid B, according to CSD Contest and Judging Officer Jim Bagby .  
Additionally, members grew from attending a District Leadership Acad-
emy, the Workshop on Compellingly Attractive Chapter Meetings, and 
Harmony University.   

    Our chapter promoted barbershop harmony to youth.  In March a 
class was presented by a member at the Wamego Arts Fair at the Wa-
mego Middle School.  In October members provided brochures about 
the Barbershop Harmony Society and showed a DVD of high-quality 
barbershop performances to college vocal music students and profes-
sors who attended a regional competition.  This competition was held 
under the auspices of the National Association of Teachers of Singing 
(NATS).   

    Our ladies are due a lot thank yous for their support and encourage-
ment of our barbershop performing arts organization and yes, our 
hobby.  Everything you do is appreciated from helping with show cos-
tumes and helping back stage at the show, doing the make-up at the 
show and convention, and the refreshments for special events on 
Thursday evenings.  It was a special July evening celebrating with 
Carol Hanson and with her birthday cake and ice cream sandwiches 
when we had our joint chapter meeting with the Topeka Chapter.  Also, 
three ladies as well as the 23 members and one exchange student 
contributed one or more articles for the InCider Newsletter published 
by our award winning editor, Karen Nanninga.   

   Our members contribute to Harmony Foundation which has a large 
youth emphasis and they are willing to participate in District and Soci-
ety activities and conventions. 

    Our chapter might be called on to do more in the future, such as,.   

� reach out to youth with a barbershop youth festival    

�  reach out, where it can, to help other chapters  

�host a CSD spring convention 

�keep a finger on the potential in the reduction in vocal music in 
public schools 

    Thank you to all who participated in the chapter’s 2009 program.  
There is a spirit of cooperation and encouragement that is important to 
the successes of our chapter.  This is one person who is looking for-
ward to supporting our new president, officers (some new), music team 
and members in 2010.�  

Our chapter: This year and more 
By Harvey Kiser President 
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Continued from page 1 
their songs in fine style and threw in a few quartets 
along the way.  Our chorus took the stage and sang an 
old standby, 'O Come All Ye Faithful,” and then a great 
arrangement brought to us by Jim Bagby , 'Have Your-
self A Merry Little Christmas.'“  We finished our portion 
with a snappy arrangement of 'Parade of the Wooden 
Soldiers.”.   

   Then the fun began anew. Roughly eighty singers 
combined to sing four songs in eight part harmony that 
brought down the house.  Even though a few guys had 
too much fun interacting with the gals on one of the 
songs, the performance was great. 

   Thanks to all you singers that went the extra mile to 
get the songs learned and ready for the performance.  
Of course I had fun singing again with my daughter.  
That's a side benefit which is priceless.�  

The Little Apple Chorus and the Wamego Dutch Mill C horus in a combined Christmas Concert 

Travis and Bridget Troyer, husband and 
wife, were able to sing together  

in the concert. 

   Pat Caffey reports Bart Bartholomew is our web-
master and he also puts together the pictures and 
slides shows for our annual shows.  He does that with 
very little help form other members.  In other words, it 
is a thankless job.  He does it well.  He also has 
helped Pat with the show sets and props.  

   He is a retired army officer and worked as a math 
teacher for years after his retirement from the army. 

   It should be mentioned  that we had 30 members 
who got votes for BOTY and there was another per-
son, ( Karen Nanninga ), whose name was written in, 
making it 31 who got votes.  Considering that the past 
5 BOTY recipients were not eligible, that is a large por-
tion of the eligible members, who got votes.              
Pat Caffey  

Pat Caffey presents Bart Bartholomew 
with the BOTY award for 2009.   

Congratulation Bart.  
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Dave Fink receives a certificate from Presi-
dent Harvey Kiser as BOTM for December. 

 Photo by Bart Bartholomew. 

   Dave Fink was awarded the December 2009 Bar-
bershopper of the Month for his exemplary contribution 
in fulfilling the goals of our chapter, district and Soci-
ety.   He facilitated the complicated registration proc-
ess for the Central States District Fall Convention and 
Contests held in Lincoln.  He made sure all of the 
members were informed about the process for the con-
test and was the ‘point’ man to coordinate the chorus’s 
movement through the pattern leading to the competi-
tion stage.  Dave, this BOTM award is one way we can 
thank you for you contribution and leadership related 
to the convention.�  

Brian Arthaud-Day  receives the BOTM of 
the month award from President  

Harvey Kiser . 

   Brian Arthaud-Day  receives the November 2009 
Barbershop Of The Month from Harvey Kiser , presi-
dent.  Thank you Brian  for being there working behind 
the scenes, serving as the bass sectional leader help-
ing us to improve our singing, and taking the initiative 
in warming us up at the CSD convention in Lincoln in 
October.  Your contributions are instrumental to help 
our Manhattan Barbershop Society Chapter fulfill its 
goals.�  

Thank you dear Lord for Music 

By John Thomason  

   Thursday evening, Dec 17, the Little Apple Cho-
rus held their annual Banquet and Installation of Offi-
cers.  The event was well attended by member Bar-
bershoppers and their spouses.  Special Guest, Don 
Fuson,  past CSD President, conducted the installa-
tion of Officers for 2010.  Outgoing Chapter President 
Harvey Kaiser presented a video review of his past 
two years as our Chapter Leader.  Editor of the 
“Incider Press”, Karen Nanninga , was presented a 
plaque in recognition of her Award of the “Best on-
line Chapter Newsletter” for the Central States District 
for 2009.  Congratulations Karen  and THANK YOU!  

    The great meal was catered again by Ramblers 
and the turkey and ham was “melt in your mouth” 
delicious! 

Why do we have this event every year?  Why do we 
go to all the trouble?  We could ponder these ques-
tions for hours but I don’t believe that is necessary. 
The short answer is one word, MUSIC.    You know 
what someone said about “music soothing the sav-

age breast”, how very true that is.  Music is a universal 
language that allows all of us to come together to focus 
on a common bond.  It causes us to come together as 
members of the Little Apple Chorus and “make a joyful 
noise”.  Yes, sometimes it is just that, a noise.  Ken re-
minds us of that quite often especially when we are 
learning a new song.  We persevere through the learn-
ing process and eventually the notes turn into beautiful 
Harmony. 

   That is why we do it!  We all Love MUSIC!  Although 
our talent and ability vary from member to member we 
love music and we want to SING!  The Barbershop Har-
mony is what has drawn us together in our special Cho-
rus.  My special commitment for the future, and I hope it 
is yours as well, is to be the best singer I can be:  To 
practice and learn the notes and the words on my time, 
to come to our Thursday evening Chapter Meetings bet-
ter prepared to sing my part, to make not only a joyful 
noise but a beautiful noise. 

Merry Christmas and “Thank You Dear Lord for MUSIC”!    
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    Pat Caffey presented the annual Barbershop Of The 
Year (BOTY)  award to Bart Bartholomew , for his 
years of service with the  newsletter, and a variety of 
special technological tricks.  This past  year we prof-
ited from his excellent recordings of DVDs of rehears-
als.   As a side note, Pat emphasized that Karen Nan-
ninga got some write-in  votes for the BOTY award, 
but cannot receive it, as she is a non-  
member who does a lot of work for us.  Karen  has 
gained top awards at  CSD and International levels for 
her production of our newsletter, the  InCider.  How 
appropriate it is to honor both of these persons.�  

   Santa Claus squeezed an important event into his 
busy schedule on Saturday, 12 December 2009, when 
he married Dave Fink and Connie Lee .   Santa (none 
other than our very own Judge Pat Caffey ) had just 
finished his traditional Santa duties at the Hey Baby  
children's’ variety store when what to our wondering 
eyes should appear but Santa and Mrs. Claus arriving 
at the residence of Connie  and Dave.  Judge Santa 
informed Connie  and Dave that he had received a letter 
requesting that he officiate at their wedding.  Dave ac-
knowledged that he had sent the letter, Connie  couldn’t 
think of a reason to not tie the knot and Santa obliged. 

    After a brief ceremony before family members and a 
few friends, Santa  (Judge) Caffey  pronounced them 
husband and wife. The wedding party celebrated the 
occasion by sharing lunch with the newlyweds at Fa-
mous Dave’s (not Fink) Barbecue.   After dinner Connie  
rushed home to begin making table decorations for the 
Little Apple Chorus Installation Banquet and Dave be-
gan pondering on how he could possibly fulfill the awe-
some responsibilities of husband concurrent with the 
duties of the Chapter’s Vice President for Chapter De-
velopment and Membership.  We wish both of them 
much success in all their husband, wife and barbershop 
duties and responsibilities. 

 Congratulations, Mr. and Mrs. Fink! �  

Santa had some extra duties on Saturday 
when he married Dave Fink and Connie 

Lee.   
Photos  and Story by Bart Bartholomew  

Santa’s special event 
for the Finks 

Above Dave and Connie 
Fink, on the left Santa 

Caffey 

    Thank you for once again bestowing upon me what 
I consider to be the greatest honor that can be given 
to a member of a barbershop chapter.  I am deeply 
moved by your confidence in me and by the fact that 
the members of the chorus are appreciative of the 
benefits that the use of computer and audio-visual 
technology provide to the overall success of the cho-
rus.  I promise to uphold the standards that are ex-
pected from a BOTY recipient and provide even bet-
ter technological support to the chapter in the future.  
Thanks again for the honor.�  

Thanks again for the honor 
By Bart Bartholomew ,  

2009 Barbershopper of the Year (BOTY) 

BOTY, honors years of service 
  By Loren Alexander  
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   The 2009 Installation banquet at the American Le-
gion building drew 70  enthusiastic participants.  Bob 
Swenson greeted each person in his  personable way 
as he checked that we had paid.  For a half hour 
the  folks talked with one another and praised the table 
decorations and  arrangement worked up by Dave 
Fink and Connie Lee .  Many of us got in  on a recent 
rumor that Dave and Connie  had gotten married about 
a week  ago, and it proved true; so at the official an-
nouncement to the entire  group, we all applauded 
heartily.  We also recognized Jim and 
Sally  Lindquist's recent marriage.  Love works its 
charms in our group, right? �  

Installation banquet a  
success in 2009  

By Loren Alexander  

Editors note.  Loren’ s article is being split up and 
used to explain the pictures elsewhere. 

   John Thomason served as master of ceremonies 
who knew how to have  a lot of fun doing so.  When he 
introduced Don Fuson , representative  of Central 
States District, he had Don 's four-page vita in front 
of  him.  As he read, he would select a role that Don has 
played in  barbershop the past few years, then mumble 
and mutter as he skipped  over several other items in 
the long list of Don's remarkable  achievements.  We in 
the audience reacted with spontaneous and  enthusias-
tic laughter as John toyed with the possibly too-
long  introduction .�  

John Thomason and his singing hat led the 
group in singing  “Have a Jolly Holly Christmas” 

Past President 
Harvey Kiser 

New President 
Bill Hanson  

Harvey Kiser , current President, had a slide show of 
the many activities that our Chapter carried out during 
the year.  Many of the  pictures came from Karen  and 
Terry Nanninga.  I believe we can all  feel a sense of 
satisfaction in knowing how much our Chorus 
and  quartets do during the year, and how much so 
many individuals  contribute to making things run 
smoothly.  After two years of  enthusiastic leadership, 
Harvey  turned the role of President over to  Bill Han-
son.  Harvey will now concentrate on filling his ma-
jor  leadership role in CSD.  

   Bill Hanson , President for 2010, wishes to do as 
he's done before,  put an emphasis on growth of the 
Chapter.  Bill  has a long history of  stellar work with 
barbershop harmony from our local Chapter to 
the  national level.  We wish him well and pledge our 
support in many ways.  

   Manhattan Music Machine gave us their rendition of 
several  seasonal songs, which became a highlight of 
the evening.  Jim  Lindquist served as spokesperson 
for the quartet, which includes Pete  Cooper , Bob 
Swenson and Don Thomson .  We enjoyed the new 
arrangements  of familiar songs.  
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   Don Fuson then brought up officers for 2010 onto the 
stage by three groupings, to formally install them. He 
had large alphabet blocks for each to select one as he 
got introduced. Each group worked with the blocks to 
spell out a word. Don  used the word to discuss the spe-
cific type of role that the guys in that group play In his 
overall remarks, he emphasized that everyone plays in 
their involvement in getting things accomplished - all 
Chapter members, wives, and friends. He had good 
ideas and made the procedure interesting and fun. �  

Our newly elected board members and officers playin g with their blocks at their installation. 

   Finally, the Little Apple Chorus members in atten-
dance took the stage and sang several songs in our cur-
rent repertoire. This was a good closure to the evening 
and fun for us in the chorus, who enjoy singing once 
again songs that we know well. We look forward 
to  celebrating another year of similar accomplishments.  

Larry Ohlde     12/11 

Gary Drake     12/12 

Tom Phillips     12/19 

Bill Bunyan     12/26  

December 
Birthdays 

  You did such a great job at the Christmas show with 
the Sweet Adelines. Sure was helpful to put one in a 
holiday spirit.   

   The installation banquet was fun.  It was interesting 
to me that I got a few votes for the BOTY.  Who would 
have thought.  Thanks for the vote of confidence.  I 
really do enjoy doing the InCider.  The only thing that 
would make it better is more articles and not quite on 
the last day.  Hint Hint! 

   In a few days we will take our exchange student to 
the airport to head back to Brazil.  He sure enjoys the 
barbershop style of music.  He has not ever heard any-
thing like that before.  I took him outdoors today 
(Sunday) for another  new experience, ice skating. We 
took four of our young Amish neighbors.  Three differ-
ent cultures having fun together. 

Congratulation again to Connie  and Dave and also 
Bart . 

Wishing the merriest of Christmases and a very happy 
new year. 

Komments 
From  
Karen 



Calendar of Events ���� �

Thanks to the following for contributing articles–
Bart Bartholomew , Loren Alexander, Pat 

Caffey, Harvey Kiser and John Thomason.  

Chapter meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. 
Quartet/polecat practice begins at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
December 21 

December 28 

January 7 

January 11 

January 14 
Ladies night 

January 21 

January 28 

Chapter meeting 

Chapter meeting 

Chapter meeting 

Board meeting 

Chapter meeting 

Chapter meeting 

Chapter meeting 

 

 

Deadline for submitting articles for the next 
InCider is  January 7, 2010 

Karen Nanninga 

1379 26th Road  

Axtell, Kansas 66403 


