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Youth, our society's future

By Harvey Kiser, President

More than 250 young men in ten (10) youth choruses competed and
erformed vibrant and exciting songs on stage in the second annual
nternational Youth Chorus Festival at the Society’'s Midwinter

Convention . These young men represent the future of our organiza-
tion and its members.

The Northwest Vocal Project (NVP) chorus of Bellevue, Washing-
ton took home the trophy. Under the direction of Donnx Rose the
NVP received an average score of 77.1% in the Plateau AAA category.
The 52eighty chorus from Denver was the winning Plateau AA chorus.
This chorus, directed by Chris Vaughn , received an average score of
76.1%. The Tri-Star Chorus from Mid-Atlantic District directed by
Neil Dingle earned an average score of 63.1% in winning the Plateau
A category. These youth choruses came from coast to coast to sing
barbershop harmony in Pasadena. They are from Atlanta, GA; West-
ern Washington; San Diego; Carson City, NV; River Falls, WI; Seneca
Land District; Mid-Atlantic District; Placerville, CA; Denver; Albuquer-
que

The choruses were required to perform two (2) songs in the barber-
shop style and one (1) song in any a cappella style. Another unique
feature from regular barbershop competitions is that each competing
chorus singer evaluated one other group competing in the Youth Festi-
val ?smg the International Youth Barbershop Chorus Festival judg-
ing form.

~ Your chapter’s officers have had preliminary discussions about hav-
ing some type of youth festival within the next three years. Your input
is welcomed by suggesting ideas about how we can bring barbershop
harmony to the youth in our area.

Uniform cost policy
By Chuck Marr Uniform Chairman

In January our board passed a new uniform cost reimbursement to
members. Through the years we have had some variation in cost of
various items we have used with our ‘uniforms’ depending on the
status of our treasury at the time. This has led to some confusion on
what costs should be.

The board established that the chapter would pay % of the cost of
uniform items with the member paying the other 1/2 . If additional
items are needed, members will pay full price for replacements and
will be responsible for maintenance and alterations when needed.
Exceptions are youth members or those that may only be with our
chapter for a short time that are encouraged to rent tuxes rather than
purchase.

Chuck Marr shows chap-
ter members a new long
purple tie to be used with
the tuxes and purple
vests. There is a trend
throughout the Society of
more chapters using long
ties




February 2009

InCider Press

Future events

By Loren Alexander

Our Chapter presents the Annual Show for 2009
“Singspiration” two times on Saturday, April 11. We
are distributing tickets, vouchers and prospect cards for
ads for the Annual Show. Every member of the Manhat-
tan Chapter can sell tickets and ads, and can contribute
to the Show by singing well, working on sets, creating
printed programs, setting up the risers, etc., etc. Our
audiences come with high expectations, and we gain
their trust by practicing enough and working enough to
make a fine show. Note that the Sweet Adelines Chorus
from Wamego will share the stage with us.

We have agreed to perform on the Men'’s Glee Club
Concert at KSU on April 23, where we may share the
stage again, this time with KSU as host. We also sing at
an American Legion convention the next night, April 24 ,
as a result of the positive audience reaction to our pro-
gram at an American Legion meeting last fall.

In the summer, usually June or July , we sing in area
churches and at Fort Riley on Sundays. We have a
separate set of religious songs for these events. Our
chorus sometimes divides into two smaller choruses for
the church performances.

In October we will participate in the Central States
District Convention and Contest. Sometime following
the Annual Show we plan to determine how many of us
in the Chorus wish to work toward a competition chorus
performance.

Likely as not, we will come up with other events, i.e.
a picnic, a visiting clinician, a joint chapter meeting, etc.
Keep alert for these events, and kick in with your assis-
tance in organizational and participative enthusiasm!

590

An elderly woman had just returned to her home from
an evening of church services when she was startled by
an intruder.

She caught the man in the act of robbing her home of
its valuables and yelled, "Stop! Acts 2:38!" "Repent and
be baptized, in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your
sins may be forgiven."

The burglar stopped in his tracks. The woman calmly
called the police and explained what she had done. As
the officer cuffed the man to take him in, he was curious
and asked the burglar, "Why did you just stand there?
All the old lady did was vyell a scripture to you."

"Scripture?" replied the burglar. "She said she had an
ax and two 38s!"

Naoki Nemoto pins his man of note, Steve
Thompson at a recent chapter meeting. Careful
Steve is under that shirt.

Meet Naoki Nemoto
By Steve Thompson

My man of note is Naoki Nemoto . He was born
and raised in Yokohama, Japan. Yokohama is one of
the larger cities and is located next to Tokyo.

His first name, Naoki, means 'straight tree’. His par-
ents named him this in hopes of his heart would be-
come pure and straight like a Redwood tree. But ironi-
cally, his family name, Nemoto means 'root of tree'.

His wife's name is Minako Nemoto . She graduated
from the Department of Music, Division of Voice from
the University of Japan.

They married in 2004 after 7 years of dating. Now
she is active as an Opera singer around Manhattan as
well as her native Japan. She performed for the Inter-
national Fashion Show last year at the Student Union.
Of course he takes voice lesson from his wife!

Naoki graduated and obtained a Ph.D. in Life Sci-
ences in Tokyo University of Pharmacy and Life Sci-
ence, and then worked at the same University as post
doc for a while.

In May 2007, He moved to the Division of Biology in
Kansas State University, working as post doc in the
field of molecular biology using Yeast genetics.

Since 2007, He has taken Conversational English
lessons from Steve Thompson and Bob Ridley with
College Heights Baptist Church.

Steve and Bob invited him to last spring’s barber-
shop performance at McCain. He was really excited to
see the performance and soon after inquired on how to
join the Little Apple Chorus.

Naoki says his English is still poor and has lots of
trouble, but please feel free to talk to him. He would
love to practice his English with you.




Spring and show time will

soon be here.

By Don Thomson
Associate director and show production

I have been requested to present to the chapter the
format of the Spring Show. We are on the
“countdown” now, so everything is moving at a fast
pace. Formulating the show has many, many facets,
and these many facets do not come together all at
once, but rather gel together over a period of time.
Whereas | have pretty well known what songs we
were going to sing last summer, | didn’t know what
order, or how they would be presented until a few
weeks ago, and we will even be making some minor
adjustments between now and April 11th. | will do my
best to give you what | know at this point.

We will open the show with “Easter Parade”. You
will learn how this will be presented after | meet with
the technical people at McCain Auditorium, and once
we see how the timing will work out. | can tell you that
the Late Night Edition will sing the verse of the song,
and the chorus will sing the chorus.

Next we will sing a group of sacred and semi-
sacred songs. The narration for these songs will be
given over the house sound system, and will be pre-
recorded. We will need to be in good shape, because
there will be little time between songs. The order of
this group of songs is:

“You Raise Me Up”

“| Believe”

“Sweet Hour of Prayer”

“l Walked Today Where Jesus Walked”
“Alleluia”

Climb Every Mountain”

This will conclude our portion of the first part of the
show. Following us will be the Sweet Adeline Chorus.
After the Sweet Adelines finish, we will have an inter-
mission.

Following the Intermission, the Headliner Quartet
will perform, and then our chorus will appear for the
second time.

We will open our second appearance with:
“Barbara Ann”
“Are You From Dixie/Old Folks at Home”
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“Shaking the Blues Away”

Then, the Sweet Adelines will join us on the risers

and together we will present:
“And So To Sleep Again”
“Do You Hear The People Sing”
“America the Beautiful Overlay”

So, there are still many, many details to work out and
much coordination to take place in the next six weeks. |
must ask for your patience on the risers as we work to-
ward presenting a show that will fit together, has few
gaps, and grabs the hearts of the audience. By the time
you read this, we should have all of the choreography
inserted. Your job now is to have all the music learned,
and then concentrate on the risers and put energy into
every song and every move. Remember that we will
perform the way we practice. Ken has expressed that
he is pleased with your acceptance of what we are try-
ing to do, and I, too, am very pleased with how the show
is shaping up. By April 11", we will be ready!

| can also tell you that the props department (Pat,
Paula, and Steve) have already made some of the stag-
ing, and they look great! You will be amazed at what
they will reveal on the stage.

If you have any other questions about the show,
please send me an e-mail and | will do my best to an-
swer them.

Award of Harmony

nominee soon.
By Chuck Marr

The Award of Harmony is an award presented at our
annual show to someone in our community that creates
‘harmony’ (not necessarily the musical kind but more
broadly defined as doing good work in and for others).
Nominees must not be directly connected to our chapter
as members or spouses.

Please provide a brief description of why you think
someone is worthy of consideration along with their
name, address, and contact information. After a prelimi-
nary screening we may be back in touch with you to pro-
vide more information. We need your response by
March 1. Chuck Marr, Chair, Award of Harmony 2009.
cmarr@ksu.edu
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Helen Cooper and others made sure the
barbershoppers had plenty to eat at
Presby Place.

Thursday afternoon, Feb. 12 . a group of
barbershoppers and wives gathered to as-
semble the roses for delivery with the Sing-
ing Valentines. Left to right: Frank Carpen-

ter, Joyce Mott, Loren Alexander, Chuck
Marr, Don Thomson, Gary Mott, Gene Wiley,
Wayne Bailie, Donn Leach, George Dicker-

hoof, Cam Beatty, John Schlender, and

Joan Thomson.
Photo from Harvey Kiser

The Late Night Edition deliver a valentine
for a young man. Left to right are Brian
Swenson, Brian Arthaud-Day, the lucky
recipient , Tom Fish and Travis Troyer

Photos are taken by the presenters or editor and from
the files of Singing Valentines
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A new quartet formed for Singing Valen-
tines chose the name The Sugar Daddies.
Barbershoppers from left to right are John
Schlender, Steve Cross, Dave Fink and
Loren Alexander sing at a tire store.

First time singing in a
barbershop quartet
By David Fink

After several weeks of coaching and unlearning/
relearning some parts of the music we were deemed
ready to represent the Little Apple Chorus delivering
singing Valentines. It seemed a labor of love and as
a result we were welcomed into a select group who
were a part of the tradition and had a rich history of
talent and dedication that we had to live up to.

At first we were given permission to "keep practicing”
which was what we needed and things kept improving
and we eventually got better. | am not sure | ever
heard that we had "made it" and | am not sure
we have, but soon it was the day before Valentine's
Day and we were dressed and ready to go

John Thomason drew the short straw and was our
presenter. He took us all over Junction City and Ft.
Riley until 4 that afternoon. What a rush to spread the
joy. | think we had as much fun as the recipients did!
Thanks to John S. and Steve C. for their friendship
and dedication. Many thanks to Sam who patiently
coached us, practice after practice and to our leader
Loren (the spark plug of the double quartet idea) who
kept coming up with innovative methods to keep our
interest up and our skills improving. Finally thanks for
all the words of encouragement and the hard work of
so many who helped us succeed in our quest.
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Police, guns and roses

By Loren Alexander
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| substituted in the Sugar Daddies Quartet (John
Thomason , Presenter; John Schlender , Tenor; Steve
Cross, Lead; Tom Phillips , Baritone; Dave Fink,
Bass) and enjoyed the experience immensely. Tom
Phillips had a conflict with these dates, so as a first-
timer with a quartet performing to the public | ran
scared.  (Actually, | substituted in a quartet 50
years ago for one brief gig - they didn't ask again.)

Our full day Friday in Fort Riley, Ogden and Junction
City and part of Saturday in Manhattan gave us good
practice singing to more than 20 recipients; no two of
the events were alike. Neat! (They let me continue
singing with them the whole time!)

Dave and | reported two events at the Saturday night
Pizza Hut shindig. What great fun hearing from all the
groups. [I'll describe two events that demonstrate the
variety of events:

At the Junction City POLICE Station we sang to a
woman -- and afterward she said: "Your wives are lucky
women!" Dave thinks this should be chiseled in stone
for each of our homes. This lady got all of our votes as
the nicest recipient of the day, of course.

Okay, number two. In Ogden we sang at a small res-
taurant and then waited for Bob Swenson to bring us
additional ROSES, etc. for more events. While we
waited, Steve and John T. led us into the shop
next door full of GUNS. | especially enjoyed looking
over a splendid sharpshooter rifle with a fancy scope
($1,500!). Someone said we should have had our pic-
ture taken -- four guys in black tuxes in a gun shop look-
ing over the weapons (with roses on our lapels, of
course)

At the Saturday evening bash someone suggested we
should call ourselves "GUNS AND ROSES!"

Our quartet all agreed that the effort and time required
to get a better sound paid off in spades. Now, back to
our Show songs. And on to more quartet singing,
right?




February 2009

InCider Press

Terry and the Graybeards, another new
guartet, sang up north as it is referred to in
Manhattan. The men are (left to right)
John Trail, Terry Nanninga, Terry Smith
and Bart Bartholomew. They were singing
to Terry Smith’s sweetheart, Dreda.

First time for Singing

Valentines for the North
By Terry Smith

For the last three years | have helped with the singing
valentines. The first two years | helped out by assisting
the presenter with taking pictures to counting spectators
to what ever else needed to be done.

This was very different! This year, after much coach-
ing and practice, four of us were able to qualify as a
quartet calling ourselves Terry and the Graybeards .
The quartet consisted of Terry Nanninga [lead], John
Trail, [tenor], Bart Bartholomew [bass] and Terry
Smith [baritone]. | found it challenging going from the
lead to the baritone part, but it was fun and worth it.
After becoming a quartet we considered the possibility
of selling valentines in the Marshall and Nemaha county
areas where three of us live.

When Friday, Feb. 13, rolled around, we had sold one
at the Axtell School and five in Seneca. This was great
because there had not been a quartet in this area to do
Singing Valentines before. We all meet at Terry Nan-
ninga’s house and warmed up before getting on our
way. The four of us, and Gary Mott as our presenter,
started out at the Axtell School, then on to Seneca. At
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Seneca we were met at the Nemaha Valley School by
the local paper's camera crew with great excitement
for we had two recipients to sing for. By the time we
sang to the second valentine, the halls were lined with
teachers and students trying to find out just what was
going on. Everybody thought this was great.

We left the school and camera crew and moved on
to the next. One of the last three was to my wife where
she was very surprised and took it pretty well. Every
person at her place of work stopped what they were
doing to come listen and see what was going on.

We had a great time in the Seneca area in which we
picked up four more Singing Valentines before leaving
town. | had a great time Friday doing Singing Valen-
tines and hope to sing next year.

The possibilities of selling more in the Axtell and Se-
neca area will be very great. The people seemed very
impressed with how we presented ourselves and the
way we sounded. | also would like to thank all those
involved in helping with the quartet and who helped me
with the baritone part.

Due to a time conflict men from three
different quartets formed a group and de-
livered two valentines. Here The Mixed-

Up Quartet sing to Mary Bartholomew.
They are Terry Nanninga (Gray Beards)
Tom Fish ( Charades and Late Night Edi-
tion), Dave Fink and Loren Alexander
( The Sugar Daddies).
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Almost hidden among the happy ladies
receiving a Singing Valentine as a group
are Steve Fisher, John Desper, Tom

Miles and Ken Lyle.

Men of a Chord sixth
year.

By Ken Lyle

The 2009 Singing Valentines activity was the sixth for
Men of a Chord . Our quartet came together with the
goal of participating in the 2004 Singing Valentines,
which we did. Because of the positive experience with
that effort, we decided to continue as a quartet. We are
pleased to welcome the new quartets (Terry and the
Gray Beards, Sugar Daddies and Three Hoots and a
Holler (what a great name!) to the 2009 Singing Valen-
tines. | hope you will continue your quartet activity be-
yond Singing Valentines and share in the pleasure that
being in a quartet can bring.

Men of a Chord delivered 15 Singing valentines on
Friday and 10 on Saturday. We never left the Manhattan
city limits yet registered 80 miles on the odometer for
the two days. Harvey Kiser served as our presenter for
the third year in succession and politely tolerated the
quartets verbal abuse for the most part

High point of the two days was singing to Harvey's
daughter and son-in-law on the sidewalk outside of
Kite's with a loudspeaker blaring in our ears. Low point:
delivering Singing Valentines on the KSU campus with
the inevitable problem of lack of parking. Synopsis: an-
other great Singing Valentines experience. We look for-
ward to the 2010 version!

A presenter’s point of view

By Harvey Kiser , presenter

Here are a couple of Singing Valentine (SV) experi-
ences by the Men of A Chord quartet that | presented --
always a pleasant experience.

After one of the three SV'’s performances in the Man-
hattan Town Mall, an older couple came up. He remi-
nisced about his former barbershop experiences that he
enjoyed. He was proud of having been a very low bass
singer, but unfortunately his vocal chords no longer per-
mit him to sing. He knew the late Sammy Cohen, an
avid barbershop supporter in the area.

Another performance of a SV was for an officer of the
Riley County Police Department. Unfortunately, the
scheduled time of presenting the SV had to be adjusted.
Originally, he had not planned to be on duty that day,
but was on duty in the morning only. His wife arranged
with a fellow officer to take her husband to lunch and
have him back at 1:00 p.m. All were pleased with the
Singing Valentine, which was shared by friends and col-
leagues.

Manhattan Music Machine sing for a gentle-
man at a care home. Members for this time
were Don Thomson, Bob Swenson, Pete
Cooper and Brian Wells, Later Myron Cal-
houn took Don’s place and Jim Lindquist

replaced Brian Wells.
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Three Hoots and a Holler were also sing-
ing their first time as a quartet. They re-
ported having a great time. They proba-
bly sang to the youngest recipient . Their
members are John Borchers, John Tho-
mason, Bill Bunyan and Cam Beatty

Karen’s

Komments

Singing Valentines are a lot of fun and it takes many
people to make it work. | worked in the office again
this year, along with Telva Swenson. Joyce Mott,
Paula Caffey and Connie Lee. Sam Kvasnica was
there to keep the numbers straight. Of course we pre-
vailed on Bob's employee, Wayne Whitesell when
we had a problem with some of the equipment and
even sent him on a few errands, when no one else was
available.

We took the orders, or retrieved them from the Inter-
net, put them in the main data base and then the order
and locations.

Later the presenters started returning with the pic-
tures on the digital cameras and | downloaded them
and sent them to an email address we took with the
orders. At this point | only know of one that did not get
to the right place.

There are many others who have a part in this fun
time. Ken Lyle is the new Mr. Singing Valentine and
did a great job.

| even got a special birthday song sung to me at the
pizza party later. In case you wonder how old | am ask

And the Charades were out delivering Sing-
ing Valentines also. The pretty young lady
received her valentine from Ken Garwick,
Leonard Purvis, Gene Wiley and Tom Fish

P {.:.__ I {.:.__ _\;.'}-' _\;;}..

Another job the ladies help with is wrap-
ping the candy kisses. Those pictured
here are: Connie Lee, Pat Schlender, Janet
Kiser, Marilyn Bunyan, Cindy Lang, Donna
Alexander, Jodie Cross, Karen Nanninga,
Nancy Calhoun and Helen Cooper. There
were several other ladies who showed up
to help after the picture was taken.
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Singing during a service in Jamaica re-
cently are Dr. Dean Thomson, Preston

Chapel, Ken Garwick and Bruce Merrill.
They were directed by Don Thomson

Jamaican Fun

By Ken Garwick , Tenor, sometimes lead

“Thank You Dear Lord For Music” was sung during the
worship service at Falmouth United Church on Sunday,
January 25" in Jamaica, by a barbershop quar-
tet consisting of Ken Garwick , tenor (singing lead) and
Preston Chapel , bass, from our own Little Apple Cho-
rus along with Bruce Merrill , lead (singing baritone)
and Dr. Dean Thomson , tenor (and our own Don
Thomson' s brother), from the Apple Corp (Nebraska
City, NE).  This quartet was directed by Don Thom-
son, tenor, of The Little Apple Chorus . Ken used his
magic as part of the Children’s Sermon that morning,
too.

Later in the week the quartet performed “The Banana
Boat Song” for residents of the Falmouth Infirmary
(nursing home) and at the Jamaica Mission Talent Night
for the 40 participants of the week long medical, con-
struction, and education mission team.
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President Harvey Kiser presents
Loren Alexander with the February
Barbershopper of the month award.

Loren Alexander was presented at the chapter meet-
ing, February 12 the January BOTM award by chapter
President Harvey Kiser . Loren has fulfilled quite capa-
bly the new job description of being the VP of Music and
Performance.

He formed a double quartet in December and then
each quartet qualified in January to perform Singing Val-
entines on February 13 & 14. He has met with the other
chapter vice presidents coordinating the music and per-
formance responsibilities and met with the Directors and
the new Section Leaders. Thank you Loren for gener-
ating ideas, sharing your energy, and providing leader-
ship for our chapter.

| An adventure
. Harry Harmony

Harry recently hear this story and is sharing with us.
Noah was standing at the gangplank, checking off
the pairs of animals when he saw three camels trying

to get on board.
" Wait a minute!" he said. "Two each is the limit. One
of you will have to stay behind."

“It won't be me," said the first camel. "I'm the camel
whose back is broken by the last straw."

“I'm the one people swallow while straining at a gnat,"
said the second.

"And | am the one that shall pass through the eye of
a needle sooner than a rich man shall enter heaven,"
said the third.

"Well, | guess you had better all come in," said Noah.
"The world is going to need all of you."
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Calendar of Events

February 19 Chapter Meeting

Upcoming Events

April 24-25  CSD Spring Convention,
Springfield, MO

February 26 Chapter Meeting
March 5 Chapter Meeting
InCider Articles due
March 9 Board Meeting
March 12 Chapter Meeting
Ladies night
Ad Copies due - for all show
program ads
March 19 Chapter Meeting
March 26 Chapter Meeting

Deadline for submitting articles for the next
InCider is March 5.

Thanks to the following for contributing articles—

Harvey Kiser, Bart Bartholomew, Ken Lyle,
Loren Alexander, Chuck Marr, Don Thomson,
Steve Thompson, Terry Smith, Dave Fink and
Ken Garwick




