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   Thank You to Jim Bagby as clinician on 
August 22, 2009 for his full day of service 
to 40+ members of the Little Apple Cho-
rus  for the retreat at Rock Springs 4-H 
Center, south of Junction City. The chorus 
members, even when they struggled to get 
things right, enjoyed working with Jim  and 
Director Ken Lang  
   Later in the afternoon over 30 wives and 

other guests joined the barbershoppers and  
provided an  audience for a practice concert 
by chorus and quartets.  Their interest  and 
the good applause they gave them were 
greatly apprieated.  They joined the chorus 
for the evening meal, where the chorus and 
quartets sang for the other groups in the large 
dining hall; the other diners seemed to enjoy 
it and gave us enthusiastic reactions �  

The wives and guests of the Little Apple Chorus enj oyed listening to the 
chorus after the chorus had spent most of the day p racticing for the 
contest next month.  Jim Bagby worked with the chor us and several 

quartets.   

Little Apple Chorus at retreat 
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Karen Nanninga    
1379 26th Road 
 Axtell,  Kansas 66403 

 Phone: 785-736-2870  
email: taren@bluevalley.net  

 Unless carrying a byline or some form of 
credit to borrowed sources, all items in this 
bulletin are by the editor and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the chapter 
or board.  All photos in the bulletin are by the 
editor, unless otherwise identified. 
    All chapter officers are expected and 
chapter members are encouraged to 
contribute their ideas on a regular basis 

Chapter Officers 
President…………...………….…..Harvey Kiser 
Membership and Chapter Development VP  
and President Elect ………….……...Bill Hanson 
Music & Performance VP……..Loren Alexander 
Marketing and   
Public Relations VP…………….John Thomason                            
 Secretary…………………….....…….Pat Caffey 
Treasurer…………………………..Bob Swenson 
Member at Large…….…………...Don Thomson 
Member at Large……….……………David Fink 
Member at Large …………....…...…Chuck Marr 
Member at Large …………………Jim Lindquist 
Member at Large ……………. Fred Wachsmuth 
Member at Large ……………………. Ken Lyle 

Appointments  
Musical Director.………………………KenLang  

Associate Musical Director ….…..Don Thomson 
Assistant Musical Director……...Myron Calhoun 

Music Chairman……….….................Bob Ridley 
Show Chairmen...……….........Jim Lindquist and  
………………………….….….... Don Thomson 
Singing Valentine Chairman ………….Ken Lyle 
Youth in Harmony Chairman …….Travis Troyer 
Equipment Manager …………..Fred Wachsmuth 
Uniform Manager……………….….Chuck Marr 
Bulletin Editor…….....…..……..Karen Nanninga 
Web Master…………………..Bart Bartholomew 
       www.littleapplechorus.org 

     InCider Press, a monthly publication,  is the 
official publication of the Manhattan, Kansas  
chapter of the Central States District (CSD) of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society.  
     The Manhattan Chapter is the home of the 
Little Apple Chorus.  The chapter and chorus 
meet  every Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m. at the 
First Methodist Church Activity Center on the 
corner of Poyntz and  6th Street, Manhattan, 
Kansas. 
     For more information about meetings or 
joining call or write to the Editor. (see below
 �

   Singing and performing songs is like telling stories only in song.  
Composers and arrangers express personal feelings and emotions 
through their words and arrangement.  The challenge for singers is to 
do the best job possible to convey those feelings and emotion in the 
lyrics. 
   Performance and communication is ours (the performers’) responsi-
bility.  Songs move people with depth, concern, interest, joy, sadness, 
patriotism and/or happiness.   
   The willingness to sing and perform better is shown by the participa-
tion of the chapter members in the retreat last month with clinician Jim 
Bagby  and the chapter’s musical director.  I have heard many com-
ments expressing how members enjoyed the direction and teachings of 
the day even some said that they were not tired at the end as they had 
expected.  
   Thank you to so many who worked in front and behind the scenes 
that made the retreat move smoothly and enjoyed by all.  Here is the 
main cast of those who helped. 
   Ken Lang  (Music Director-prepared and coordinated with our Clini-
cian the two songs that will be performed at the CSD convention with 
at least one for the 2010 spring show, and he directed the chorus while 
Jim coached two quartets.  He also coached a quartet.) 
   Don Thomson  (Associate Music Director-established 
the day's agenda in consultation with the Director and the Clinician) 
   Bob Swenson  (contacted, arranged for and hosted Clinician Jim) 
   Myron Calhoun  (Assistant Director warmed up the chorus and led 
us in singing tags) 
   Loren Alexander  (VP Music & Performance-coordinated the event 
and functions of the day) 
   Jim Lindquist  (contracted the event with Rock Springs and worked 
with R.S. to coordinate the day’s activities) 
   Fred Wachsmuth  (Equipment Committee Chairman-organized 
the risers and chairs needs) 
   Steve Thompson  (transported risers to and from Rock Springs) 
   Bill Hanson  (VP Membership & Chapter Development-
promoted sign ups for the retreat and helped members wherever they 
needed it) 
   Joan Thomson  (organized the visit of wives and guests to the re-
treat) 
   Bart Bartholomew  (took video recordings of chorus and quartets) 
   Terry Nanninga  (took candid photos for the InCider Press) 
   Pete Cooper  and Steve Fisher  (Section Leaders who double-
checked with their section members re: signup prior to the event) 
   Mike McCaffrey  (drove clinician Jim  to Junction City after the re-
treat) 
    Many other chapters should be so lucky to have such a cadre of per-
sons who step up and help with the administration of chapter events 
and activities.  There were these 15 persons and many others who 
helped.  Also there were 13 chapter members who attended the Chuck 
Greene workshop on July 25 in St. Joseph about having “Compelling 
Attractive Chapter Meetings.”  The more we use the available re-
sources – our directors, clinicians, conventions, leadership academies 
and workshops, our chapter will continue to grow and perform better.  
Then we can become even better story tellers.�   

We are story tellers 
by Harvey Kiser , President 
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   Have you ever seen a Barbershopper wearing a lapel 
pin which has a smiling cat's head on top of a red-and-
white-striped barber pole?  Have you wondered what 
that little pin meant and why its owner was so proud of 
it?  I can't help you with the first question, but here is the 
answer to the second and third questions: 

   In 1971, the then-International SPEBSQSA President 
Ralph Ribble launched a new Society activity known as 
the "Barberpole Cat Program": 

    To encourage quartet activity at chapter meetings;     
    To provide Barbershoppers with a common repertoire     
    of songs they can sing with any three other Society      
    members at inter-chapter activities, conventions,             
    other barbershopping events, and even in airports   
    and waiting rooms;  
    To enable Barbershoppers to gain confidence in per 
    forming in a quartet in an informal, supportive atom- 
     sphere and  
    To teach Barbershoppers a repertoire of easy ar-  
    rangements that a beginning quartet can perform.  

Becoming a Barberpole Cat is simple : 

   Learn the 12 songs in any order and in your normal 
voice part.  All twelve copies of the printed arrange-
ments are in The Barberpole Cat Program and Song 
Book, or you can find the first eight in Just Plain Barber-
shop , the next two and a half ("Nellie" is missing the 
verse) in Strictly Barbershop , and "Sweet and Lovely" is 
available in sheet-music form.  If you want to practice at 
home or while driving. four learning CD's may be pur-
chased from the Harmony Marketplace, or our chapter 
has learning tapes you can borrow.  

   Sing each song WITHOUT using printed music with 
three other voice parts (they may use music if they don't 
let you look at it!) in front of a significant number of other 
Barbershoppers; if your audience indicates it thinks you 
have sung the song satisfactorily by hooting and holler-
ing and clapping wildly after you have finished, be sure 
your participation and voice part are recorded on one of 
Myron 's "early palm pilot" note cards.  If there were too 
many sour chords or you forgot some words, no harm 
done -- just feel good for trying, practice a little more, 
and try again later! 

   After you have sung any six songs on the list, you will 
receive a Barberpole Cat Certificate, and after singing 
the remaining songs, you will receive one of those cov-
eted little Barberpole Cat lapel pins. 

   Finally, if you are really gung-ho, you can earn Certifi-

cates and Pins for other voice part(s), as one of our 
members has! 

   Currently, our chapter has 17 members (5 Baritones, 
4 Basses, 6 Leads, and 2 tenors) who have earned 
Barberpole Cat pins and an additional 14 men have 
received Barberpole Cat Certificates.  Furthermore, 
two men lack only one song and another lacks only 
two songs to earn the Pin!  You can check your status 
on the Barberpole Cat Record which is occasionally 
placed on the table near the attendance lists. 

   In the last 36 years, many Barbershoppers have par-
ticipated in and enjoyed the Barberpole Cat Pro-
gram.  The goal is not necessarily the formation of 
registered quartets (although that would be a great 
result if it were to happen); rather, the program intro-
duces men (and boys) to the joy of singing with three 
other guys.  I hope the Barberpole Cat will become 
your favorite animal. 

   And now a personal note:  When I first joined our 
chapter 30 years ago, a LOT of quartetting took place 
during the break.  Believe it or not, I was afraid to sing 
in a quartet, so I went home at break time just so I 
wouldn't be asked to join a "pick up" quartet!  But I 
practiced the tenor voice-part tape diligently, and one 
night, when the person who had the key to the church 
was late and the rest of us had to wait outside for 
maybe thirty minutes, I finally felt confident enough to 
ask three other guys to sing with me, and we were 
able to complete eleven of the 12 Barberpole Cat 
songs before the key arrived, and at break I sang the 
twelfth song, so I earned my Certificate and Pin the 
same night.  And here I am now, trying to convince 
YOU to join the program and sing with me! �  

The Barberpole Cat 
Program  

By Myron Calhoun ,  
Assistant Director 

   The Barberpole Cat song list was slightly different 
when our chapter was chartered, but the current list of 
12 songs, selected by a vote of Society members in 
1987, includes: 

     KEY TITLE 
     Bb  Shine on Me 

     Bb  Down Our Way 
     Ab  You Tell Me Your Dream 
    Bb  Honey-Little 'Lize Medley 

    Bb  Sweet, Sweet Roses of Morn 
    Bb  Let Me Call You Sweetheart 

    Bb  My Wild Irish Rose (short version) 
     Ab  Down by the Old Mill Stream 

    Bb  You're the Flower of my Heart, Sweet Adeline  

Barberpole Cat songs 

The board voted Monday, September 14th 
to change the annual meeting to October 
22, 2009. 
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Little Apple Chorus at retreat 

Photos by Terry Nanninga  

Director Ken Lang puts the chorus through their pac es as they practice for contest.  On 
the left, Jim Bagby is helping them through some ro ugh places and Ken’s daughter, Kim, 

shows them the moves for the songs. 

The Manhattan Music Machine is going to 
compete in the seniors quartet contest this 

year.  They are Don Thomson, Bob 
Swenson, Pete Cooper and Jim Lindquist.  

 Good luck guys! 

Competing  for the second time is the Late 
Night Edition, starting at the left , Brian 
Swenson, Brian Arthaud-Day, Tom Fish 
and Travis Troyer. We will cheer you on 

also. 
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   I would like to submit this to the InCider in memory of 
Leo Dreiling.  I recited this as a little boy, and has stuck 
with me all through the years.   We will all miss Leo and 
his beaming smile, but we can take comfort knowing he 
is no longer sick.  It is called “Little Boy Blue” and was 
written by Eugene Field . 

 The little toy dog is covered with dust, 

But sturdy and staunch he stands. 

The little toy soldier is red with rust, 

And his musket molds in his hands. 

Time was when the little toy dog was new,  

And the soldier was passing fair. 

That was when our Little Boy Blue, 

Kissed them and put them there. 

"Now don't you go till I come," he said, 

"And don't you make any noise!" 

So toddling off to his trundle-bed 

He dreamt of his pretty toys. 

And as he was dreaming, an angel song 

Awakened our Little Boy Blue -- 

Oh, the years are many, the years are long, 

But the little toy friends are true! 

Ay, faithful to Little Boy Blue they stand, 

Each in the same old place, 

Awaiting the touch of a little hand, 

The smile of a little face. 

And they wonder, as waiting these long years through, 

In the dust of that little chair, 

What has become of our Little Boy Blue 

Since he kissed them and put them there. 

   Rest well, Weary Soldier, Godspeed, Rest well.  Till 
we sing together again, may you rest peacefully in our 
hearts.�  

A tribute to 
Leo Dreiling 

 by Steve Thompson  

   Tom Phillips was honored and recognized for his 
exemplary contributions toward fulfilling the goals of 
the Manhattan Chapter, the Central States District and 
the Barbershop Harmony Society during the summer 
of 2009.  Tom organized the chorus’s performances at 
churches when the choirs were on their summer sab-
baticals.  
    Tom, your plan and action in contacting the church 
music directors or pastors and making the arrange-
ments for us to contribute to the life of our communities 
is much appreciated.  The spiritual songs were sung 
for congregations at 6 churches and a local retirement 
center on June 21 and 6 churches on July 12 in Man-
hattan and 4 churches on July 19 in Westmoreland 
and Wamego.  Thank you again Tom.�    

Tom Phillips  receiving the August BOTM 
certificate from President Harvey Kiser   

Photo by Bart Bartholomew  

September Birthdays 

Stewart Gardner – 28 

Gary Mott – 12 

Leonard Purvis – 30 

Ned Valentine – 24 

We were all saddened with the loss   of our  good 
friend and loyal chapter member  Leo Dreiling last 
week.  He had a tough battle with cancer and can-
cer won.  The chorus sang a last tribute to Leo at 
his memorial service and also his funeral.  He will  
be missed.    We extend our sympathy and condo-
lences to Leo's family in their loss of a husband, 

father, and grandfather.  
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   Almost 1,000 Barbershoppers, families and friends 
will gather to attend the convention and barbershop 
quartet and chorus contests at the 2009 Central States 
District (CSD) Fall Convention, Lincoln, Nebraska, Oc-
tober 9–11, 2009.  20 barbershop quartets and 11 cho-
ruses will be competing.   
   The quartet semi-finals contest is Friday afternoon at 
3:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., October 9, 2009 at the beau-
tiful Lied Center for the Performing Arts  in Lincoln, 
Nebraska and the quartet finals will be Saturday after-
noon, October 10, 2009 at 2 p.m., also in the Lied 
Center. 
   The chorus competition commences at 9 a.m., Satur-
day, October 10 in the Lied Center.  The choruses will 
be competing to qualify to represent the CSD in the 
International Convention in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, June 28 – July 4, 2010.  Also, the best chorus of 
the different size chapter choruses or plateaus will be 
crowned. 
    A Gospel Chorus—36 barbershoppers from across 
the 6-state district—will open the Chorus competition 
on Saturday morning.  These men will be joined by 
other CSD barbershoppers to enlarge the size of the 
Gospel Chorus to nearly 60 members that will sing in 3 
Lincoln churches Sunday morning, October 11, 2009. 
   Friday night will feature a special show by the Past 
District Quartet Champions  of the Association of 
Central States Champions (ACSC), 10 p.m..  They will 
perform in the Grand Ballroom of the Cornhusker Ho-
tel .   
   A “Tribute to the Champions ” will be held at 8:30 
pm, Saturday, October 10 at the Lied Center of the 
Performing Arts .  The Tribute Show features the 
2009 International Barbershop Chorus Champion—
Ambassadors of Harmony , St. Charles, Missouri, the 
2009 International Barbershop Quartet Champion, 
Crossroads , and the 2006 International Quartet 
Champion, Vocal Spectrum .  All are from the Central 
States District and the St. Charles, Missouri Chapter.  
This is the first time in the CSD history that both the 
International champion quartet and chorus are from 
this District in the same year. 
   Registration to attend the convention is $40.00 and 
after September 20, it is $45.00.  Partial registration for 
the single events of the Past District Quartet Show on 
Friday night is $5.00, and the Tribute to the Champi-
ons on Saturday is $24 for the once-in-a-life time 
show.  Partial registrations will go on sale at 10:00 
a.m. in the Cornhusker Hotel. Friday, October 9.  The 
single event registration for the Tribute Show will also 
be available ½ hour before the show at the Lied Cen-
ter.�  

   October. 10 – Chapter Chorus performs in the Chorus 
contest of the 2009 CSD Fall Convention, Saturday 
Morning, Lied Center of the Performing Arts, Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 

   October. 22 – Chapter annual business meeting to 
elect 2010 officers and board members, Thursday eve-
ning 

   November 11 – Chapter chorus’s Veterans Day Per-
formance for the American Legion, American Legion 
Hall, Wednesday evening 

   December. 6 – Chapter chorus performs on the Christ-
mas program of the Wamego Dutch Mill Sweet Adelines 
Chorus, 2 am and 7 pm, Houston Street Ballroom, Man-
hattan, Sunday 

   December. 17 – Chapter Annual Christmas Dinner 
and Installation of 2010 Officers and Board Members, 
American Legion Hall, Thursday evening 

   December. 21 and 28 – Monday night chapter chorus 
rehearsals in place of the ones on Thursdays, Christ-
mas Eve and New Year’s Eve (location has been re-
quested and is tentative) 

Lincoln, the Barber-
shoppers are coming  

By Harvey Kiser 

Upcoming 
events 

Adventures with 
Harry Harmony 

   Harry and another man  were looking at a Sears cata-
log and admiring the models.�
   Harry said to the other, "Have you seen the beautiful 
girls in this catalog?"�
   The second one replies, "Yes, they are very beautiful. 
And look at the price!"�
Harry says, with wide eyes, "Wow, they aren't very ex-
pensive. At this price, I’m buying one."�
    The second one smiles and pats him on the back. 
"Good idea! Order one and if she's as beautiful as she is 
in the catalog, I will get one too."�
   Three weeks later, the young man asks Harry, "Did 
you ever receive the girl you ordered from the Sears 
catalog?"�
   Harry  replies, "No, but it shouldn’t be long now. I got 
her clothes yesterday!"� �
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More retreat photos 

It takes more that just showing up to sing 
to have a great event.  Here are some of 
the LAC  members helping do their part . 

What is Mason Swenson up to?  Is he 
taking a break, thinking up some mis-
chief or testing Bill’s chair out for him? 

The Charades consisting of Ken Garwick, Leo-
nard Purvis, Gene Wiley and Tom Fish, take a 
minute to entertain us during the dinner hour.  
Terry Nanninga is  watching his exchange stu-
dent, Lucas Lopes, enjoying his first encounter 
with the barbershop style of music.  Lucas is 

impressed. 

Komments  
from  

Karen 

   I am getting excited about going to Lincoln and 
cheering our guys on as they participate in the contest.  
And we also have two quartets going . Yea!  I will be 
with the rest of the ladies rooting for you.   

   We did not have our Ladies Night at regular time due 
to Leo Dreiling’s funeral.  We will miss him and Caro-
lyn  .  So sorry for your loss Dreilings. We will meet this 
Thursday night instead.  Maybe we can get a sneak 
preview of the contest package. 

   I want to let you know that our exchange student 
really enjoys your music.  He wants to come every 
Thursday and is disappointed when he has a cross 
country meet the same day.�  

There are important dates to remember in this newslet-
ter.  Don’t forget them. 

   This summer has certainly been a busy and fun ex-
perience for all the members of the Little Apple Cho-
rus.  I have been surprised and pleased to see so many 
members participate.  Of course it would not have been 
possible without the dedicated hard work of our elected 
leaders and our many committees, directors. and volun-
teers.  Thank YOU!  
   I am excited about performing at Lincoln and promise 
to rehearse the songs and choreography while on the 
road. 

On the road  
By John Thomason  



Calendar of Events ���� �

Thanks to the following for contributing articles– 
Myron Calhoun, Steve Thompson, Harvey 

Kiser and John Thomason .   

Also Terry Nanninga for the photos.  

Chapter meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. 
Quartet/polecat practice begins at 7:00 p.m. 

Upcoming  Events 

 October 10-11  CSD Fall Convention, Lied Center, 

                     Lincoln Nebraska  
Chapter meeting 
Ladies Night 
Chapter meeting 

Chapter meeting 

Chapter meeting 

Contest Performance 

Board meeting 

Chapter meeting 
Ladies Night 

Chapter meeting 

Chapter meeting 

September 17 

September 24 

October 1 

October 8 

October 10 

October 12 

October 15 

October 22 

October 29 

Deadline for submitting articles for the next 
InCider is  October  8th 

Karen Nanninga 

1379 26th Road  

Axtell, Kansas 66403 


