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Fellers, it was mighty fun to be part of your 
show. 

 The Music, fun and harmony gave everyone 
a warm glow. 

You men sing together in beautiful four-part 
harmony,  

In the best tradition of the Barbershop Har-
mony Society. 

As your Little Apple Chorus puts on the an-
nual show in spring, 

Everyone can enjoy hearing you all harmonize 
and sing. 

I am so glad you chose a cowboy theme this 
year, 

And I’m honored to have been part of the 
2010 show here. 

The kindness toward me and my family was 
more than I can tell, 

And it was great to hear you sing those cow-
boy classics so well. 

It was a delight to share the stage with all of 
you. 

Special thanks to Don Thomson , Ken Lang 
and the leadership crew. 

I appreciate your talent and all it did for us, 

So thanks to all of you in Manhattan’s Little 
Apple Chorus.  

To the Little Apple Chorus Ragtime 
Cowboy Show April 2010  

From  Ron Wilson ,  Poet Lariat    Lazy T Ranch 
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Karen Nanninga    
1379 26th Road 
 Axtell,  Kansas 66403 

 Phone: 785-736-2870  
email: taren@bluevalley.net  

   Unless carrying a byline or some form of 
credit to borrowed sources, all items in this 
bulletin are by the editor and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the chapter 
or board.  All photos in the bulletin are by the 
editor, unless otherwise identified. 
    All chapter officers are expected and 
chapter members are encouraged to 
contribute their ideas on a regular basis 

ChapterOfficers 
Immediate Past President -   - Harvey Kiser 
President -                                  Bill Hanson 
VP  Marketing  
and Public Relations - -    John Thomason   
VP Music   
&Performance -                 -Loren Alexander 
VP Chapter  Development  
& Membership - -                         Dave Fink 
Treasurer                                 Bob Swenson  
Secretary                                   -  Pat Caffey 
Board Member  -                           -Ken Lyle 
Board Member  -                   -Jim Lindquist 
Board Member  -                       -Cam Beatty 
Board Member  -                   -Don Thomson 
Board Member  -              -Fred Wachsmuth 
Board Member  -                      -Steve Cross 

Appointments  
Musical Director.………………………KenLang  
Associate Musical Director ….…..Don Thomson 
Assistant Musical Director……...Myron Calhoun 
Music Chairman……….….................Bob Ridley 
Show Chairmen...……….........Jim Lindquist and  
………………………….….….... Don Thomson 
Singing Valentine Chairman ………….Ken Lyle 
Youth in Harmony Chairman …….Travis Troyer 
Equipment Manager …………..Fred Wachsmuth 
Uniform Manager……………….….Cam Beatty  
Bulletin Editor…….....…..……..Karen Nanninga 
Web Master…………………..Bart Bartholomew 
       www.littleapplechorus.org 

     InCider Press, a monthly publication,  is the 
official publication of the Manhattan, Kansas  
chapter of the Central States District (CSD) of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society.  
     The Manhattan Chapter is the home of the 
Little Apple Chorus.  The chapter and chorus 
meet  every Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m. at the 
First Methodist Church Activity Center on the 
corner of Poyntz and  6th Street, Manhattan, 
Kansas. 
     For more information about meetings or 
joining call or write to the Editor. (see below
 �

   WOW!  What a weekend.  From the compliments I’ve received from 
audience members to the smiles on the director’s faces, the show on 
Saturday, April 17, 2010 was a tremendous success.  Even more excit-
ing were the smiles on the faces of Chapter Members who felt good 
about the work they had just done. 

   Were we perfect or as good as we can be?  The obvious answer most 
of us would give is “no.”  But the enthusiasm within the Little Apple Cho-
rus exuded itself during the entire day and into the late night at the After 
Glow celebration.  I am convinced that every member of the Chorus 
had a great time presenting the show and having fun is one of the as-
pects of our desire to get better at what we do—entertain people with 
good four part harmony. 

   Everyone knows the names of the people who worked behind the 
scenes to create the fantastic sets, to develop the script and prepare us 
to present a great show.  When you see these people, please stop and 
say “thank you” again for the many hours voluntarily provided to our 
Chapter to make this show one of the best ever performed by our Cho-
rus.  With this kind of talent available to the Little Apple Chorus we can 
only move onward and upward in terms of our performance abilities. 

   Thank you all for a job well done.  Let’s move on and KEEP THE 
WHOLE WORLD SINGING! �  

From the Keyboard of  

 
Bill Hanson, President 

   Performing on our chapter’s spring show last Saturday was enjoyable 
and fun.  I have heard many positive comments from persons who at-
tended. 

   Now my challenge/responsibility is to do better to help the chorus.  And 
there is no question about what I need to do.  It is like a person in the 
Marine Corp.  He knows what to do -- he does not need to ask if he is to 
run.�  

Ready to make the run? 
by Harvey Kiser  
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   In the March issue of the InCider Press, there was a 
wonderful article written by Bob Swenson  under the 
headline, “Barbershoppers Are Like That.”  It struck me 
that this could become a regular feature in the newsletter, 
because Barbershopping does indeed seem to be a way 
of life, and I’m sure, just like the series on CBS News, 
“Everyone has a story.”  In that regard, I submit the follow-
ing: 

   Around a table at Paddy O’Quigley’s during the weekly 
social time after Chapter meeting, the topic of conversa-
tion was Ken Lang ’s daughter Kimberly ’s upcoming 
wedding on March 13.  Ken mentioned that Kimberly  
would like to have a motor home pick up the wedding 
party after the ceremony at All Faiths’ Chapel, take them 
to Bill Snyder Family Stadium for some pictures, then de-
liver them to Houston Street Ballroom for the recep-
tion.  Bill Hanson  said, “I could do that.”  Bill  enlisted the 
help of Bob Swenson  as “doorman,” and plans were un-
derway.  

   The motor home was brought out of winter storage and 
spruced up.  The refrigerator was turned on so that the 
champagne that Kimberly  and Greg put in it would be 
nice and chilled.  Carol Hanson  bought purple and white 
balloons to float on the ceiling of the RV and add a festive 
touch.  Bill , Bob  and Ken made a trial run with the motor 
home to make sure it could get up the hill to the south 
door of All Faiths’ Chapel.  Carol  and Telva Swenson  ran 
interference with their cars to make sure the RV had 
plenty of room to make turns and to park. 

   The big green motor home was waiting at the door to 
receive the wedding party after the ceremony, complete 
with a cluster of beer cans wired to the tow hitch in back 
(compliments of some of the male members of the 
party!).  With a full load of 16 people, the RV made its 
appointed rounds, and arrived safely and timely at Hous-
ton Street with three empty bottles of champagne.  Bill  
and Bob  reported that the wedding party had a great 
time!  Personally, I wonder if they possibly could have had 
any more fun than the Chauffeur and Doorman did, be-
cause. . . . . 

Barbershoppers are like that! �  

Barbershoppers are like that, 
 Part 2 

��� ���������	��  

Left to right:  Bob Swenson, doorman; the 
Bride and Groom, Kimberly and Greg 

Dressman; Bill Hanson, chauffeur; Ken 
Lang, Father of the Bride. 

 Photo from family album 

Sporting his new ten gallon hat, Travis eyes 
his neighbors in his 87 pint trousers. 

Tom  Miles   3-Apr 

Terry Smith   4-Apr 

Cam Beatty   9-Apr 

Gene Wiley   10-Apr 

Brian Arthaud-Day   11-Apr   

Ken Garwick        16-Apr 

George Dickerhoof   25-Apr 

April  

Birthdays 
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   Our guest quartet, The Allies helped make our 2010 
Show a great success.   They sang with wonderful 
mastery and a very positive demeanor.  I got lots of 
good reactions from our audience to their part in our 
show and to our show overall (and The Allies praised 
our show, too). 

   The Allies also sang with us in the dressing room 
and sang a neat tag for us.  At the break between 
shows, some of us got to sit with them at their table in 
the Holiday Inn and enjoyed good conversation.  Fi-
nally, at the afterglow they sang several songs and 
interacted with the crowd.   

   We owe a big thanks to Bob Swenson for his role 
as host to our guest quartet.  These four guys ex-
pressed strong appreciation for Bob ’s efforts to make 
their stay enjoyable.  Bob, you should explain to us 
how you do that job, so we can learn from your won-
derful work. 

   As the tenor, Jacob “Puck” Ross also has the posi-
tion of Vice President of Music and Performance, I 
took the opportunity to find out how their home chapter 
organizes rehearsals, etc.  The other three (David Cal-
land , Lead; Casey Parson , Baritone; and Jared Wolf , 
Bass) joined in as they explained their organization.  

   Their chapter, The Alliance , has three-hour rehears-

als with a lot of variety of activities:  ½ hour of warm up; 
about an hour of working on songs, break, business 
meeting, another hour of songs, and finally, section-
als.  They sing on the risers at some points in every re-
hearsal.  

   Section leaders meet with guys needing help with music 
a half-hour before rehearsals.  They spend several weeks 
twice a year working on Polecat songs, making sure that 
every member has a chance to gain credit for mastery of 
their part on these basic songs.  They make learning CDs 
of each song in the current repertoire, etc., etc.  

   I enjoyed picking their brains about their activities, and 
getting in on the fun time they have with each other, i.e. a 
wild scene of calling someone’s wife at home and creat-
ing a monumental mix-up.  I sat next to the bass, Jared 
Wolf and found out he has a wife, a young child, and a 
second child on the way.  He thoroughly enjoys traveling 
across the country and meeting barbershoppers. 

   They sound as if they plan to continue moving forward 
with their singing and travel.  As you may know, the lead, 
David Calland is also their Chorus Director.  The baritone, 
Casey Parsons had the VP of Music & Performance posi-
tion before the tenor took it over. 

   It helps to interact with such neat guys.  We get some 
ideas for things we could try out.  And we can follow their 
career as they continue competing and performing.  Per-
haps we will meet them again at contests and hear them 
again on CDs.�  The Allies come to Manhattan  

By Loren Alexander  

Entertaining the audience at the spring 
show are, left to right, Casey Parson, 

David Calland, Jacob “Puck” Ross  and 
Jared Wolf 

 The smallest cowboy at the show had to be 
Connor Borchers.   He came in his cowboy 
outfit to help his dad,  John Borchers, feel bet-
ter about getting dressed up for the show.  
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Do you know these 
characters? 

Wildcat Kelly and a singing cowboy  
Photo by Duane McKinney 

A cowboy, another gambler, a gunslinger and a 
singing cowboy 

Beware, a deputy 
sheriff Singing cowboy with Wildcat Kelly, two herd riders a gunslinger and 

a prospector 

Three Hoots and a Holler, I think . Blacksmith 
Leach 

Looks like the sheriff is giving some 
serious instructions  Photo by Duane McKinney 
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A prospector, a caring 
woman  and a priest look  

after a dying cowboy 

Mason Swenson im-
presses the audience 

with his deep bass voice 
(Thanks for the help 

Brian .) 

Manhattan Music  Machine takes 
the stage during the show. 

At a recent prac-
tice chorus mem-

bers show off 
their costumes.  
They were very 

authentic looking. 

Photo by  

Mary Bartholomew 

Little Apple Chorus looks mighty fine on stage duri ng the second half of their show  
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 On April I, we said farewell to 
Naoki and family and modeled our 

western attire for them  

Bob and Telva Swenson and Ken Lyle were joint 
recipients of the March Barbershoppers of the 

Month for their hard work in carrying out             
another very successful  

"Singing Valentines" program . 

The Barbershopper of the Month was pre-
sented to Larry Ohlde for his outstanding 

efforts in selling show program ads in Clay 
Center and the surrounding area.   

The certificate is presented by President 
Bill Hanson. 

An Old Cowboy's Advice  

From Dave Fink by way of Steel FX Co. of St George, Utah 

Your fences need to be horse-high, pig-tight, and bull strong- 
*Keep skunks and bankers and lawyers at a distance.  

*Life is simpler when you plow around the stump.  
A bumble bee is much faster than a John Deere tractor.  

*Words that soak into your ears are whispered...not yelled.  
*Forgive your enemies.  It messes up their heads.  

*Do not corner something that you know is meaner than you.  
*It don't take a very big person to carry a grudge.  

*You cannot unsay a cruel word.  
*Every path has a few puddles.  

*When you wallow with pigs, expect to get dirty.  
*The best sermons are lived, not preached.  

*Most of the stuff people worry about  ain't never gonna    
happen anyway.  

*Don't judge folks by their relatives.  
*Remember that silence is sometimes the best answer.  

*Sometimes you get, and sometimes you get got.  
*Always drink upstream from the herd.  

*Lettin' the cat out of the bag is whole lot easier than puttin' it 
back in.  

*Never kick a fresh cow pie on a hot day.  
*Don't squat with yer spurs on. 
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Shawn Resser sang in his first show this 
year. 

Ragtime Cowboy Joe and his crew 

We even had dance hall girls on the show this year.   The cowboys love it. 

A few of the wives help to make the 
 chorus stage ready . 

Singing cowboys better known 
as Men of a Chord 
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Komments  

by  

Karen 

   As I struggle with learning a new operating system in a 
new computer, I am trying very hard to get your newslet-
ter out to you.  Some things are still in the old one and I 
can’t find them in the new one, but so it goes and I can 
still learn.  Boy is it a lot faster.   

   I so totally enjoyed your show this year, ( not that I 
haven’t in past years.) both times.  All of your hard work 
paid off.  The audience reacted to the things you wanted 
them to.  Mason (and Brian A.) just wowed them.  I 
heard people saying “What a voice for a young man” and 
“Is that really him?” 

   Good job well done.�  

An Adventure  

with 

Harry Harmony 

    Harold was practicing the violin in the living room 
while his father, Harry, was trying to read in the den. 

    The family dog was lying in the den, and as the 
screeching sounds of little Harold's violin reached his 
ears, he began to howl loudly. 

   Harry listened to the dog and the violin as long as 
he could. Then he jumped up, slammed his paper to 
the floor and yelled above the noise, "For Pete's 
sake, can't you play something the dog doesn't 
know?!"�  

Four tough looking western men from the cover of th e show program. 

Steve Cross, Bart Bartholomew, Ken Lang and Pat Caf fey    

 Photo by Mary Bartholomew 



Calendar of Events ���� �

Thanks to the following for articles for this 
month’s InCider 

Harvey Kiser, Dave Fink, Bill Hanson. Carol 
Hanson, Loren Alexander and Ron Wilson  

Chapter meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. 
Quartet/polecat practice begins at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Capital City Chorus Spring Show  Topeka Kansas 
           May 1, 2:30 p.m. and 7. 00 p.m. 

Central States District Spring Convention 

            April 22 -25, Sioux City, Iowa  

Chapter Meeting 

Chapter Meeting 

Chapter Meeting 

Board Meeting 

Chapter Meeting 
Ladies Night 

Chapter Meeting 

Chapter Meeting 

April 22 

April 29 

May 6 

May 10 

May 12 

 

May 20 

May 27 

 

Deadline for submitting articles for the next 
InCider is  May 6th 

Karen Nanninga 

1379 26th Road  

Axtell, Kansas 66403 


