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Good
Stuff

Valentine’s Day started early this year, on Friday the 12" in fact. This is my fourth year as an
active participant in Singing Valentines deliveries. The first two years | was a Driver / Pre-
senter and what great fun it was! The “Driver” is the most important part of the Singing Valen-
tines operation. Without him the Quartets couldn’t get to where they sing their Love Songs.
Well, maybe the “Presenter” is the most important person because he has to find the recipient
of the Singing Valentines or the Quartets would have no one to sing to. Then again, maybe
the “Quartets” are the most important persons of the Singing Valentine operation because
without them we wouldn’t need drivers or presenters. Yes, | believe the “Quartets” are the
most important because the last two years I've been in a quartet, Three Hoots & a Holler.

John Thomason

But wait! This year | was a Driver / Presenter / Quartetter. | have created a dilemma! What
about the people who take the Singing Valentines orders by phone, the folks who organize the
orders to the dispatch the drivers, or the people who prepare the roses and the candy? Also
the web master who sets up the on-line order system, which works so very well, as well as the
ladies who set up the lounge area to keep the quartets, presenters, and drivers refreshed and
well fed? And last but not least the Committee who guides the whole process? OH MY!! |
must admit that EVERY ONE involved with the entire Singing Valentine Operation is the most
important part! Without each and every part it could not be a successful Singing Valentine
Event. I'm just glad to be a small part of all the FUN!

The chapter and chorus meet every Thursday evening

at 7:30 p.m. at the First Methodist Church Activit
on the corner of Poyntz and 6th Street, Manhattan, Kansas.

y Center
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From the Keyboard of
Bill Hanson, President

By the time you read this we will have completed another successful
“Singing Valentine” operation. The success of this operation is typical
of the Manhattan Chapter, and many people have contributed to that
success. The fact that Valentines Day was on Sunday this year cre-
ated a unique problem, but the leaders of our Singing Valentine opera-
tion overcame the challenges they faced. Thank you to Ken Lyle,
Chairman, Bob and Telva Swenson , Operations Center Managers,
Fred Wachsmuth , Helen Cooper, and Joan Thomson , Quartet
Lounge Managers, Connie Lee Fink , Candy Preparation Coordinator,
Chuck Marr, Rose Preparation Coordinator, John Thomason , PR and
Advertising, and all others who contributed to this successful effort. Of
course, a special “Thank You” is in order for all of the Chapter Quartets
who sang their hearts out over the weekend. | apologize for any possi-
ble omissions, as we have many members and significant others who
volunteer their talents on behalf of our Barbershop Chapter.

I use the successful “Singing Valentines” program as a key example
of our members’ commitment to making our chapter one of the best in
the Society at our membership level. Because of all the great participa-
tion of our members and the accomplishments which come from that
participation, | am honored to have the opportunity to serve as your
Chapter President.

My goals for my term are many, but to summarize, | will work with
your Board of Directors to make every Chapter meeting and every
Chapter activity a fun, joyous and rewarding experience in our mem-
bers’ musical lives. | will strive in everything | do to help each member
improve his individual singing joy through educational efforts to help us
become an improved and professional singing organization. | will en-
courage enhanced rehearsal techniques, which your directors are al-
ready implementing, i.e. sectionals, listening coaches, visual coaches,
guest coaches, and quartet opportunities for all members.

As you have read my thoughts in the previous paragraphs, | am sim-
ply saying that | want to build upon the great administrative leaders who
have preceded me and provide an atmosphere where our talented mu-
sic leaders can work their magic in helping all of us to improve, which in
turn will improve the musical level of our performances and allow us to
spread the “Joy of Barbershop Harmony” for ourselves and those for
whom we perform.

| say “Thank You” to our entire Manhattan Chapter Family and look
forward to growth in quality singing as well as growth in membership.
Remember, “Membership Begins With Me.” Please share the “Joy”
with your friends and invite them to join you at a Chapter meeting.

A

Meeting Time until after Spring Show
7:15 pm to 9:45 pm
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Ragtime Cowboy Show Il

By Don Thomson Associate Director

I have heard that many of you have already put your
costumes together! Great job! Others of you may need
a little help, so | am publishing the list in the newsletter
so that if you didn’t remember what you signed up for, or
need help from a distaff member, maybe this list will be
of help to you. If | have left someone off the list, please
let me know. A few of you didn’t sign up for a particular
costume, so | have assigned one to you.

Please note on your rehearsal schedule that we will
have our first “dress rehearsal” on April 1. We haven't
had a “dress rehearsal” before, but this year we will
have two. The second one will be combined with our
technical rehearsal on the evening of Friday, April 16™.

Have fun assembling your costume. This is going to
be a fun show and our audience will really enjoy hearing
the western music!

Ragtime Cowboy Joe Singing Cowboys

Travis Troyer (with glitz) Ken Garwick
Wildcat Kelly Tom Fish
Bart Bartholomew Leonard Purvis
Sheriff Brian Swenson

Ken Lang (big sheriff's star )
Sheriff's posse
Sam Kvasnica (smaller star)
Jesse Gilpin (smaller star)
Harvey Kiser (smaller star)

Brian Arthaud-Day

More Singing Cowboys
Don Thomson

Bob Swenson
Jim Lindquist

Cook Pete Cooper
Larry Ohlde John Borchers
Bartender John Thomason
Gary Drake Cam Beatty

Gun Slingers Bill Bunyan
Shé‘;"r; IF\{/Ii?tser Stewart Gardner
Mason Swenson Ken Lyle
Preston Chapel Steve F|§her
Blacksmiths Tom Miles
Donn Leach Spurs & Chaps
Loren Alexander Steve Thomlpson
Gamblers Terry ST“_'”‘
George Dickerhoof Tom Phillips
Bill Hanson Mark Robb
Steve Cross Fred Wachsmuth
Brian Wells Dave Fink
Prospectors Trail Hands
John Trail Pat Caffey
John Schlender Harold Brown
Bob Ridley Clergyman
Chuck Marr Mike Sexton
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This newsletter is priceless

by Sam Kvasnica

The InCider Press is an excellent communication
tool for our chapter members. It keeps us informed
about scheduled activities of our chorus, personal
achievements and opinions of our members.

Bill Bunyan and | have be appointed by our Presi-
dent Bill Hanson to help Karen Nanninga by encour-
aging participation in this award-winning newsletter.
So, If Bill, Karen or | tap you for your input, please
give it serious consideration.

Everyone has a story to tell. Share it with the mem-
bership. There is a spot in the publication just for you.
Coming up is the Singing Valentine event. There will
be unique experiences which should be a matter of
record. If you don't get it in this month's issue, do it in
March. It would be great if each quartet and presenter
appoint a scribe to submit a brief article sharing that
special moment's) that touched you or the surprised
Valentine. The next InCider Press deadline is March 4
Let's make it a super collection of memories.

Singing Valentines
2010

By Ken Lyle

In order to meet the Incider Press deadline, this article
is being written before the completion of singing valen-
tines deliveries. There will be a subsequent article in the
next edition of the InCider Press that will be more de-
tailed regarding numbers of valentines delivered and
how profitable the endeavor was. | also intend to talk
with some of the Chorus members who sang in quartets
or served as a presenter for the first time this year. It will
be interesting as they relate their experiences and
memorable moments.

On the eve of the 2010 Singing Valentines event, |
am cautiously optimistic that we may equal, or possibly
surpass, the numbers from last year. This year’s orders
were slow initially, but started to pick up a couple days
ago. If we continue to receive requests on Friday, Satur-
day and perhaps Sunday, we should be in fairly good
shape.

Thanks again to all the Chorus members and spouses
who have once again worked diligently to make this
event possible.

From the Singing Valentines Committee,
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Actions from the Board

By Pat Caffey, Secretary

At the February 8th meeting, the Chapter Board voted
to pay mileage and half of the early enroliment fee for
members to attend Harmony College. It was also de-
cided that the chapter will pay full fees for the Musical
Director and Associate Director to attend Director's Col-
lege, if they can attend.

Harmony College and Director's College are both part
of Harmony University, a week-long music education
program offered by the Barbershop Harmony Society.
Those of us in northeastern Kansas are fortunate to be
only a few hours away from HU, which will be held Au-
gust 1-8, 2010, at Missouri Western State University in
St. Joseph, Missouri.

Society member prices for HU are $555 through
March 15th. Prices increase to $605 after March 15th
and to $705 after June 15th. Members 25 years of age
or younger qualify for the special "Next Generation"
price of $405 through June 15th and $505 thereafter.

In addition to the chapter paying half of your enroll-
ment at the early fee, there are scholarship opportuni-
ties. For scholarship information, check on line at
www.barbershop.org/harmonyu.

The 2010 BHS
Midwinter convention

By Telva Swenson

Mid-Winter BHS International Convention was held in
Tampa, Florida, January 28-30. Bob and Telva
Swenson and Harvey Kiser attended from our Chap-
ter. As Executive Vice-President of Central States Dis-
trict, Harvey was there to attend the meetings associ-
ated with midwinter. Bob and Telva were there to con-
tinue their string of 21 consecutive Mid-Winter Conven-
tions attended.

Mid-Winter Convention runs at a slower pace than the
summer International Conventions. The senior quartet
contest was exciting and saw a quartet from the Pioneer
District, Resisting-A-Rest take top honors. CSD'’s en-
try, High Mileage , had a clever presentation, but did not
score as well as they had hoped.

The International Youth Barbershop Chorus Contest
was very impressive. The enthusiasm for these cho-
ruses was displayed by the many standing ovations
given the eleven choruses from as far away as Anchor-
age, AK. The 52eighty Chorus from Denver, CO placed
first. Telva and Harvey enjoyed being in the audience
to hear these special young choruses and Bob served
as Contest Administrator for both contests.

A Midwinter convention to
remember!

By Harvey Kiser

The singing and performing of Barbershop Harmony at
the Midwinter Convention of BHS in Tampa was experi-
enced by over 1500, the largest Midwinter ever. 27 sen-
ior quartets competed, including CSD quartet High
Mileage . Eleven youth choruses were in the youth festi-
val. The Show of Champions on Friday and Saturday
nights included performances by Senior Quartet Cham-
pions, Collegiate Quartet Champions, the Toast of
Tampa (1993 Sweet Adelines International Champion
chorus), and all of the medalist quartets from the 2009
International Convention.

352 young men in 11 choruses performed and com-
peted Saturday, January 30 in the youth festival. The
choruses were from Seneca Land District, two from
Florida, Alaska (EVG District), Georgia, Mid-Atlantic Dis-
trict, Sunshine District, Albuguerque, Canada from the
LOL-ONT-EVG Districts, Atlanta, Savannah, GA, and
Denver. The size of the choruses ranged from 12 (the
minimum) to 53. Most were in the range of 20 — 30
members.

The festival is open to choruses with young men who
are 30 years of age or younger. There are three pla-
teaus based on the average age of the chorus mem-
bers. “Plateau A” is for choruses with an average age of
less than 19 years. “Plateau AA” is for choruses with an
average age of less than 22 years, and not less than 19
years. “Plateau AAA” is for choruses with an average
age of less than 25 years, and not less than 22 years.

Each chorus performed two contestable barbershop
songs and a third one from any genre, as long as it is
performed a cappella. The choruses were evaluated
two ways: ratings and the barbershop ranking. Six of
the choruses were rated Excellent and five were Supe-
rior. The barbershop average score for the top four was
between 80.1% and 83.5%. The Grand Champion cho-
rus was 52eighty from Denver (Plateau AA) directed by
Chris Vaughn and Matt Swann .

The Harmony Foundation International is a major
financial supporter of the Youth Festival. The Founda-
tion underwrites each youth’s convention registration
fee, the hotel cost for two days and one group meal.
The $3,000 that the Manhattan chapter gave to the Har-
mony Foundation last December would be enough to
cover the Foundation’s support for six youth in a chorus
or ¥ of the minimum-sized chorus.

Will you have a chance to attend next year's Midwinter
Convention? By all means — GO!l!' The youth choruses
make the Convention. It will be in Las Vegas January
25 - 30, 2011.
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The North men (aka Terry and the Graybeards) bring

tears

By Bart Bartholomew , Bass

Every quartet delivering a
Singing Valentine looks forward
to seeing those tears of joy
streaming down the recipient’s
cheeks. But how many of you
quartetters have brought tears
to almost everyone in the room?
When Terry and the Gray-
beards sang to a young mother

children in a daycare center in
her home there were tears ga-
lore. The ringing of the first

chord signaled the onset of
many other dissonant chords
from the children With four of
the five children crying and tears
flowing in abundance the Gray

Presenter Grandpa
Gary voluntarily con-
soling a scared
onlooker

Beards finished their two numbers. Only with the help
of Grandpa Gary (Mott ) was the Valentine recipient
able to maintain a semblance of control over her brood.

This was the second consecutive year that Terry and
his men crisscrossed the counties north of Manhattan
as they delivered much Valentine joy. Despite the obvi-
ous, some people still wonder which member of the
quartet is Terry. Perhaps the question should be,
“Which Terry is Terry ?”

the altar area and sang “My Wild Irish Rose.” Wow!
What a thrill to hear one’'s sound reverberate within
those beautiful, historic walls.

who was watching over 5 small ©

Terry and the Greybeards, Left to right: John Trai |,
Tenor; Terry Nanninga, Lead; Bart Bartholomew,
Bass, and Terry Smith, Baritone

During a pause in the delivery of 18 Valentines the
quartet took the opportunity to step inside St. Mary’s
Church in St. Benedict's . Totally in awe of the church’s
architecture and reminiscent of the reverberation of
sound that | had experienced in cathedrals in Europe, |
suggested that we sing a song. We gathered short of

Graybeards inside St. Mary's Catholic Church
St. Benedict's

Traveling the northern counties with Terry, Terry
and John is a real thrill because they know everyone
and everything there is to know about the area.
Knowing everyone surely is good for sales. In mid-
afternoon we stopped at a corner coffee shop for a
drink. We departed with two additional Valentines to
deliver. We sang in schools, banks, fertilizer plants, a
KDOT shop, an agricultural implement repair shop,
private homes Dr’s office, beauty shop and, of course,
the child care home. As a result of Terry Smith’'s
perseverance and unique sales skills, the joy of Sing-
ing Valentines has been spread far and wide in Mar-
shall and Nemaha counties to our north.

Not only is the image of the Little Apple Chorus alive
and well in the counties to our north, but so is the Wild-
cat spirit as is evidenced by the windmill outside Terry
and Dreda Smith’s house. | look forward to next year's
travels with Terry and the other Graybeards
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Joe Barbershopper at
Leadership Academy

By Bill Bunyan

If you love to sing, be with others who love to sing,
want to hear and participate in close harmony and se-
cretly want to be ranked highly in a contest chorus, you
most certainly could qualify for the title of "Joe Barber-
shopper.” | was fortunate to attend the class given by
the "Joe Barbershopper" Gary Drown .

We covered history of barbershop from the time of
ancient Greeks to our present day CSD champions —
"The Ambassadors of Harmony ." We sang when we
were moved to do so! We received hints on how to
sing like the champs, such as "use your CD's and sing
with the champs; warm up with sighs and bubbles
(sounds silly doesn't it); pay attention to the director!!,
use your car CD to practice, warm up and learn new
songs.” We also learned about services provided by
the Society, and how to help in our local chapters; a bit
about our contest judging system and the problems
facing our Society today. In all it was a well spent day
at Leadership Academy, St. Joseph, Missouri.

By Cam Beaty

| attended the combination Leadership Acad-
emy/Chuck Greene workshop with about 8 other guys
and it was a day well spent. There was the singing, of
course, both in the sessions themselves and in the
afterglow at the end of the day. For me, the music is
always the high point of any barbershop gathering.
But | got even more out of the day-long “Joe Barber-
shopper” session | attended. Led by Gary Drown , the
session led us through the history and evolution of the
barbershop style, complete with pictures and re-
cordings. Gary is a long time barbershopper and he
shared his wealth of experience and knowledge of the
form with a class that included (to his great delight) 4
young high school students.

The whole day was a sharing of the history and tradi-
tions of barbershopping in general and the Society in
particular. By the end of the day | was viewing the ex-
perience as analogous to the training given in many
cultures to people deemed ready to assume full mem-
bership in their society. We got history, we learned
how barbershop got started and how its sound has
changed over the years. We listened to some of the
best choruses and quartets singing today and learned
something about what makes them so great. We
heard some great stories about many of the people,
quartets and choruses that have made the Society
what it is today.

It was a wonderful experience, and I'd encourage any
barbershopper to attend a Joe Barbershopper course,
regardless of how long he’s been a barbershopper.
I'm grateful to the LABC for making it possible for me
to attend

Stuff

From John Thomason

Mushy Stuff

This last month has meant a great deal to me as a
member of the Little Apple Chorus . The camaraderie
and fellowship I've experienced has reinforced my faith
in humanity. Working with the Singing Valentines Com-
mittee and as a member of the Governing Board I've
had the opportunity to work with skilled, talented, and
dedicated people. Now that we are in "Show Rehearsal
Mode" and spending extra time and effort on Thursday
evenings | have a better insight into the dedication of
our Music Directors, Show Committee, and everyone
directly involved with making it another successful
event. | plan to do my part to "Keep the Whole World
Singing"!

Important stuff

It was a cold winter morning as the big, blue van es-
caped the city limits of Manhattan and proceeded north
into the wind driven, snowy blackness. It's cargo of
dauntless Barber Shoppers determined to reach St Joe,
Mo before 0900 lest they be tardy for their assigned
classes of Leadership Academy 2010. Guided by fear-
less “lead”, SMSqt (retired), John Thomason the entire
detail reached the “drop zone”, Missouri Western State
University with enough time for coffee and donuts before
the start of the learning sessions.

The “Mission” was a success due to the personnel
who participated: Bill Hanson , co-pilot, Cam Beatty
and Bill Bunyan , weather observers, Dave Fink, radio
operator, Loren Alexander , Intel, and Pat Caffey, tall
gunner. “General” Harvey Kaiser and “Corporal” Mark
Robb had arrived the day before as the advanced party.
The day was filled with much information and the oppor-
tunity to learn more about the Chapter Officers duties,
responsibilities, and job descriptions. Barbershop Sing-
ing was an integral part of the curriculum and one could
hear the various classes break out in song about once
every 30 minutes.

The day concluded with an Afterglow at 1900 (7 pm for
you civilians). The “crew” faced a 130 mile return trip,
again in the cold darkness, but all voted in favor of not
missing the Afterglow. That's the “Thing” about Barber
Shoppers, never miss a good Afterglow, and this quali-
fied as a Good One! Four of the best Quartets in the
Central States District put on a great show. The crew
departed St Joe about 2100 (9pm for those interested)
and returned to Manhattan, USA without incident.

Thank you, Little Apple Chorus, for sending us on this
mission. Proud to serve!
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A Grand CSD Barbershop

festival weekend
By Harvey Kiser

56 CSD barbershoppers from 31 chapters attended
the CSD Barbershop Festival Weekend February 5-6 on
the campus of Missouri Western State University, St.
Joseph, MO. 101 participated in eight Leadership Acad-
emy (LA) classes and 55 in the Chuck Greene Work-
shop - CACM.

Talk about singing! 60 barbershoppers harmonized
Friday evening with most of the tags taught and/or led
by Gary Drown , Kearney NE Chapter. All sang under
the direction of Scott Spilker , Beatrice NE Chapter at
the Opening General Session Saturday morning.
Byron Myers, Sr. , as the Singing Sheriff, went from
class to class to make sure there was plenty of barber-
shop singing during the day. At the Closing General
Session singing was led by Duane Lawson , Fran Wil-
son, Scott Spilker and Jerry Garrard .

Eight members from the Manhattan Chapter partici-
pated in the LA classes: Bill Hanson — President; Pat
Caffey — Secretary; Dave Fink — Membership; John
Thomason — Marketing and PR; Loren Alexander —
YIH/Youth Festivals; and Bill Bunyan , Cam Beatty and
Mark Robb — Joe Barbershopper. | had the privilege of
being a co-coordinator along with CSD President Don
Blank and CSD Membership Officer Mike Scott .

A major theme heard in the classes was how impor-
tant it is to improve our chapter’s product — singing — to
attract more men into our chapters and greater audi-
ences to our shows. Another idea discussed among
many of the classes was using current information tech-
nology of Facebook, Blogs, Twitter, Craig’s list, etc to
communicate with each other, especially younger men.

Barbershoppers had time to visit with each other dur-
ing lunch, dinner and the reception. One barbershopper
was heard to say that not only did he have a chance to
sing a lot, but he visited with barbershopper friends he
had not seen for awhile.

The day closed with an Afterglow with performances
from CSD quartets of Paradigm, Back In Business
and Listen Up! concluding with the comedic show per-
formance by Patent Pending .

Ask any of our guys who attended about their barber-
shop experience. Find out what ideas they picked up in
their classes and from visiting with old and new friends.

@ !
S February Birthdays
g
@ : Brian Swenson Feb. 8
\ %J % 5??% Sam Kvasnica Feb. 14

Al Roepke Feb. 27
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How it all began

By Dave Fink

In case you haven't heard this story, I'll tell it now.
How many more stories are like this and we'll never
know it? | haven't been involved with too many of these
Valentine singing episodes. As a matter of fact, a Val-
entines song for Connie is what got me involved with the
chorus.

Our first Valentines Day together, | was wracking my
brain for what to get her. Flowers? NO - she had her
own flower shop. Jewelry? NO - she had family jewelry
more elegant than | could match. Candy? NO - "what
are you trying to do to me?" Clothing? NO - this will get
you into trouble almost as fast as the candy idea. What
to do? | mentioned my problem to Ruthie, our head
desk clerk, and she said, "Well, | just got serenaded”. "I
just got a Singing Valentine." That's it, that's what I'll do!
What a great idea!

Connie and | started dating (the first time) when she
was 16 and | was 18. | was a vocal music major and
sang for the two years we were together.
| called up the "hot line" that ended up being a whole
block away. "No, I'm not a singer," Wayne said. "Bob is
the performer and he's not here right now." | put my
order in and by mid day | got a call from my weeping,
but grateful lady. Yea, Team!

Later, | went to Bob's office and made his acquaint-
ance and he hasn't gotten shed of me since. | knew |
had to be part of this organization! That's been several
years ago and | still think it's a great idea. Thank you
Ruthie! Thank you Wayne and Bob! Thank you to the
now unknown quartet that won her heart for me that
day! (Author's note) (Who was it? Take credit if you
know.)

I love you, Sweetheart!

President Bill Hanson was proud to present John Tho -
mason with the BOTM award for January. as VP of
Marketing and Public Relations, is honored for his ex-
emplary contribution toward fulfilling the goals of the
Manhattan Chapter and contributions to
Singing Valentines
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On February 11 the roses for
Singing Valentines were pre-
pared. Pictures from left to
right are Joyce Mott, Gene
Wiley, Steve Fisher, Kent
Kimmins, Don Thomson,
Donn Leach, Loren Alexan-
der, John Schlender, Cam
Beaty, Joan Thomson. Also
helping were Gary Mott, Jim
Gardner, Harvey Kiser and

Steve Thompson .

Photo by Gary Mott

Helping make the candy kisses bags are barbershop-
per wives, starting on the left they are: Carol Han  son,
Joyce Mott, Karen Nanninga, Marilyn Bunyan, Janet
Kiser, Donna Alexander, Jean Beaty, Cindy Lang, Con -
nie Fink, Kay Ridley, and Kathy Thompson. Also hel  p-
ing were Helen Cooper, Joan Thomson, Nancy Cal-
houn and Telva Swenson
Photo by Bart Bartholomew

Thanks Ladies

By Connie Fink *

Many thanks to the ladies who came out to help with
the candy for singing valentines. | was overwhelmed by
the number who got out on a cold night to help. Had |
known so many were coming, | would not have started
early! Itis good to know we can count on the Little Ap-
ple Chorus Wives Club.

Komments
From
Karen

Isn’t helping with Singing Valentines fun?
This year, since | live up north, | was able
to be the photographer for Terry and the
Gray Beards . It is so much fun to watch
the reactions from smile, tears, to embar-
rassment. They delivered 18 valentines.
To both guys and gals. Then the final
wrap up at the Pizza Hut in Aggieville is an
awesome finishing touch.

| wasn't the only one who helped. Most
are mentioned elsewhere in this edition
and all of the help is very much appreci-
ated. So thank you again.

Grandmothers

My young grandson called the other day to wish me
Happy Birthday. He asked me how old | was, and | told
him, "62." He was quiet for a moment, and then he
asked, "Did you start at 1?"

A grandmother was telling her little granddaughter
what her own childhood was like: "We used to skate
outside on a pond. | had a swing made from a tire; it
hung from a tree in our front yard. We rode our pony.
We picked wild raspberries in the woods." The little girl

was wide-eyed, taking this in. At last she said, "I sure
wish I'd gotten to know you sooner!"
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Two Hoots and a Holler and Another Guy
left to right Steward Gardner, John Thoma-
son, Bill Bunyan and Cam Beaty singing to

a young lady. Photographer unknown

We were Two Hoots and a Holler and Another Guy
this year. John B orchers couldn't be with us because
he and his wife are expecting a baby momentarily, so
we got tenor help on Friday from Stewart Gardner dur-
ing the daylight hours, and Travis Troyer after dark.

Most of our deliveries were in Fort Riley or Junction
City. One of my favorites was to a young woman work-
ing in Preston Chapel's office at the Fort. She was
totally surprised and more than a bit touched by the at-
tention. Another favorite was a delivery to a man at a
party at the JC Elks Club. The club was full, and we -
and he- had the full attention of everyone there. Great
fun! Cam Beaty

The Char-tet's deliver a valentine on the
street. Left to right are Myron Calhoun, Gene
Wiley, Leonard Purvis and Bob Ridley.

Men of a Chord with presenter Mike Sexton and wife
Patty. The are left to right, John Desper, Tom Mile s,
Ken Lyle and Steve Fisher
Photographer unknown

Men of a Chord (John Desper , tenor, Steve Fisher ,
bari, Ken Lyle, lead and Tom Miles , bass) delivered a
total of twenty or so singing valentines Friday and Satur-
day. Our presenter and driver was Mike Sexton who did
a great job of making sure that we got to our assigned
performances within the time window specified. And we
never were lost ( well, it was close in Wamego).

Memorable moments include the four pre-school age
girls that were seated on the floor in front of a sofa who
were fascinated by our presence and performance, a
recipient at a beauty school who was in tears before we
delivered our two songs and who hugged each of us
(including our presenter) after our performance, and
most unusual, a lady whose husband had purchased
three songs to be delivered. As we arrived the lady had
just been talking to her co-workers and suggesting that
her husband wasn’t going to do anything for her for val-
entines day. Needless to say, the tears started before
we could start singing. This is the seventh year that our
guartet has delivered singing valentines. It is a part of
our Chorus activities that we always enjoy and look for-
ward to. Ken Lyle

Late Night Edition delivered a valentine to Dorisa  nd Tom
Hart. Tom is our oldest member. Brian Swenson is in the
back, Brian Arthaud-Day on the left, Shawn Resseri n
front and Travis Troyer on the sofa with the Hart's



February 2010

InCider Press

Members of MMC are from the left, Brian Wells,
Ken Lang, Bob Swenson and Don Thomson.

Telva Swenson is Bob's sweetheart
Photo by Harvey Kiser

Presenting with MMC

By Harvey Kiser

The MMC in three hours on Friday morning presented
12 Singing Valentines in Manhattan. Introducing the
four members of this hybrid quartet was a pleasure.
The members were Don Thomson , tenor; Bob
Swenson , lead; Brian Wells , baritone, and Ken Lang,
bass.

The recipients included school teachers, bank tellers,
a physician’s nurses and staff, business executives, uni-
versity and county staff, church secretary, operators of
businesses, professionals, and receptionists. A person
in Wal-Mart’s parking lot wanted to hear the quartet per-
form a Singing Valentine and so we invited her to follow.

The recipients emotions ranged from being pleased,
happy, surprised, expecting the quartet, very touched at
the thoughtfulness to some embarrassment such as the
two guys in a liquor store where their Valentines were
present. | was told that when | took the photo of the
bank manager and the tellers that | told those in the
photo ‘not to move.” Is that a good comment to say in a
bank?

Adventures of the Sugar Daddies
By Dave Fink

There were five of us sitting together in an ever filling
small town restaurant. We drew stares of disbelief from
the farmers and ranchers who were bringing their wives
and children in to show their love on the eve of "Mom's
Day". We were dressed in tuxedos with roses on our
lapels and songs in our hearts. One of us quips "we're
just waiting' for our prom dates" even thought our last

Sugar Daddies deliver a valentine at the Pizza
Hut. They are, left to right, John Schlender,
Steve Cross, Kathy and Steve Thompson

Dave Fink and Loren Alexander.
Photo by Terry Nanninga

"proms" were distant and fading memories.

We were men on a mission, this cold and wind blown
night. We had shown up an hour early and were mark-
ing time until the appointed hour. We are a Barbershop
guartet with a generous "presenter/driver® and three
blocks down the lonely country highway we were to de-
liver "Singing Valentines" to a couple of overworked and
underpaid (but surely loved) nurses and their fifty
"guests" at the local retirement home.

As we all sat there wolfing down huge hamburgers
and slabs of home made pie, it stuck me that in this
group was a truly diverse mixture of backgrounds, edu-
cation, professions, and histories. Our ages totaled
well over the three century mark and yet there we were,
bantering with the waitresses and trading tales of long
ago and those yet to come - a true brotherhood.

The reality of this merry band lies somewhere in a
mixture of truths. The group described is actually a mix
of two quartets and we had never "performed" together
before today. It always makes you feel good to sing
with 'your' quartet but then something happens that
throws other members together into quartets and we still
have fun.

We all want Valentines Day is special for the many
people who hear us. It's always special for us too be-
cause we always sing off the same page.

The Sugar Daddies had a great Valentines week-
end. We had two different presenters, a substitute
Tenor and a great time was had by all. In Leonarduville,
we used our spare candy and roses to sing to the wait-
resses at Nelson's Landing. We told everyone there that
we had to "sing for our supper”. We never mess up a
good story with facts.
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The Status of Things

By Dave Fink

Statistics, being what they are, are meant to show
change. Fine. We also know that statistics can be
skewed to prove just about anything. If we want to
make others think a certain thing is true, we can usually
come up with statistics to prove it.

Certain facts are just that - certain and factual. Our
dwindling membership numbers as an organization are
just such a certain fact. During the Leadership Acad-
emy at St. Joe, the Membership and Chapter Develop-
ment class taught by Mike Scott , CSD Membership VP,
we were taught the hard facts and given suggestions on
how to make things better.

You know, | was going to go back to the Chuck
Greene Workshop before this Membership and Chap-
ter Development class came up. Thirteen of us went in
to that thing last summer and WHAM-O, got hit with so
much stuff, so fast that | needed to go back for another
dose. | shouldn't have been concerned; | got Chuck
Greene all over again anyway.

There's a bunch to be said for Chuck's program, too
much to cover here. We need to be in the member re-
cruiting mode and make things so that our director
doesn't have to spend half the night re-teaching what he
taught last week. We need to do some "moving and
shaking" to make our meetings more appealing to the
prospective members and to the ones we already have.
Progress is fun and fun should be one major objective of
every meeting

Is everyone having fun in our meetings? Really? If
anyone has any ideas on Membership or on Chapter
Development, please let me know what they are. | cer-
tainly don't have all of the answers but | want this chap-
ter to progress, grow, and be the envy of the Central
States District, if not the Society.

Pat Caffey, far right, gave tips to the presenters at
a recent chapter meeting. They are Gary Mott,
Mike Sexton, Loren Alexander, Bart Bartholomew
and Tom Miles . Photo by Terry Nanninga

Youth in Harmony

By Loren Alexander

Do you know what “Youth In Harmony” (YIH) in-
cludes? | sure did not! So | agreed to attend the CSD
(Central States District) Leadership Academy work-
shop on YIH in St. Jo, MO a couple weeks ago.

Our Facilitator, Lonnie Minor from Hastings, NE
conducted the workshop, introducing us to a variety of
formats for YIH activities. His BHS (Barbershop Har-
mony Society) chapter has conducted a successful
one-day-long YIH event for local students several
years now. Our Manhattan Kansas Chapter carried
out a YIH activity some years ago, and some of us
think we could do so again.

Travis Troyer , Tenor Section Leader, conducted a
mini-workshop on barbershop harmony at an arts-fair
in the Wamego schools last year. He enjoyed the ex-
perience and looks forward to more such activities.

For now, perhaps | could share a bit of information with
you, and then we could get serious about tackling this
kind of event.

Perhaps a one-day workshop for area schools would
work for us, too. This event consists of an afternoon of
sessions with a visiting quartet and a conductor, with
an evening program for the public. Two guys in our
workshop from the Facilitator’'s chapter answered a lot
of questions from us, and convinced me that we could
tackle such a thing.

The Hastings event includes: a) a director (local or
clinician); b) a recognized quartet to serve as clinicians
for sectionals and to perform; ¢) music for all partici-
pants; d) meals and snacks; e) “goodies” (t-shirts,
etc.); f) pictures and videos of activities and concert; g)
surveys (fill out to get the t-shirts); and h) registration.

Working ahead of time with local music teachers and
their schools paves the way to a successful event.
The BHS website has tons of materials on this topic,
and Lonnie gave each of us a CD with selections of
website and their local materials. This CD can help us
if and when we get interested in doing this kind of YIH
event.

| hope we do a YIH event. After three days of gath-
ering hugely positive vibes from people who heard us
perform Singing Valentines, you and | have an in-
creased appreciation of how powerfully a cappella
singing works for peace and love. YIH learners can
enjoy singing a cappella harmony life-long.



Calendar of Events

Chapter meeting

Chapter meeting

Chapter meeting
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Chapter meeting

February 19

February 26

March 4

March 8

March 11
Ladies Night

March 18
March 25

April 1 dressed rehearsal
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April 23-25  CSD 2010 Spring Convention ,
Sioux City, 1A,

Deadline for submitting articles for the next
InCider is March 4

Thanks to the following for contributing
articles this month.

Sam Kvasnica, Don Thomson, Ken Lyle,
John Thomason, Bill Hanson, Harvey Kiser,
Cam Beaty, Bart Bartholomew, Dave Fink,
Telva Swenson, Connie Fink, Bill Bunyan,




