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Summer Performances
begin

By Tom Phillips Lead

Karen’s
Komgr'reynts The first of our annual Summer Church Perform-

ances began this past Sunday, June 20, which was

Harmony Page 7 also significant for many of us on Father's Day.
Ambassadors Approximately 30 Little Apple Chorus members
assembled in summer uniforms at 8:00 am at the
First United Methodist Church to kick off the morn-
ing by singing at the beginning of our host church’s
first service.

The group then consolidated into car pools and
traveled to St. Thomas More Catholic Church to
sing at the end of their first mass, drove back
downtown to sing at St. Paul's Episcopal, where
Calendars Page8 member Father Tom, jumped in to sing with us!
From there we were on foot to First Christian
Church at the Courthouse Plaza, then walked back
to First methods to sing at the start of their 11:00
am service.

of Harmony

The Little Apple Chorus in the first of their Summer performances at St. Thomas
with guests  page 6 More church June 20.

The last church in the morning was Manhattan
Mennonite at 1000 Fremont, just east of City Park.
We sang two songs at each church; Director Ken
Lang selected these from three: the reverent “I'll
Walk With God”, the peppy gospel “River Jordon”
and the classic barbershop piece “When There’s
Love at Home”. Congregations appreciated our
music and the LAC members involved all had a
good and fulfilling experience.

The day did not end there, as we were invited to
provide music at the dedication of a garden and
water feature erected to the memory of our late LAC
member Leo Dreiling . Following a chapter-
provided lunch in the Westbank Clubhouse the
Chorus joined the service and sang “I'll Walk With
God” and the very appropriate “Friends”.

We all miss our friend Leo and were pleased to
be part of this dedication. Future dates for church
sing outs are July 18 in Manhattan, July 25 in Junc-
tion City and August 1 in the greater Axtell area.

The chapter and chorus meet every Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m. at the First Methodist Church Activit  y Center
on the corner of Poyntz and 6th Street, Manhattan, Kansas.




Page 2

InCider Press,a monthly publication, is th
official publication of the Manhattan, Kang
chapter of the Central States District (CSD
the Barbershop Harmony Society.

The Manhattan Chapter is the home of
Little Apple Chorus. The chapter and cho
meet every Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m. a
First Methodist Church Activity Center on th
corner of Poyntz and 6th Street, Manhat
Kansas.

For more information about meetings
joining call or write to the Editor. (see below
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From the keyboard of
President Bill Hanson

As the old saying goes “time flies when you are having fun.”. That old
saying could be applied to the members of the Manhattan Chapter’'s
Little Apple Chorus. Since the day the Chorus staged one of its all time
best spring shows, there has been little time to rest from a musical point
of view.

Shortly after basking in the success of the show, the Chorus members
began preparing for a summer filled with performances. The list of per-
formances includes several Sundays of filling in for church choirs, per-
forming with the Manhattan Municipal Band during one of its summer
performances in the City Park, participating in a dedication ceremony
honoring a former Chapter member, Leo Dreiling , and to finish the
year's busy schedule, we are preparing to present_a full Chorus and
Quartet parade in Clay Center in late October.

Happenings at the District and

Society Levels
By Harvey Kiser , CSD EVP & IPP of Chapter

Jeremy Albright , director for the Joplin, MO and the Greater Ozarks,
AR Chapters is the newly appointed Central States District (CSD) Music
and Performance Administrator. Jeremy started singing barbershop
when he was 14 with his grandfather in the Hutchinson, KS chapter. He
sang with the Springfield, MO chapter for a few years during college. His
degree is in Music Education.
Some of his activity and plans:
The Joplin, Springfield, and Bentonville choruses have decided to have
combined chorus events to enhance their barbershop performing experi-
ences. They will meet several times a year with each chorus taking
turns in hosting the combined chorus. Each chorus will maintain its own
repertoire.
Jeremy wants the CSD program of music and performance to be
strengthened and more visible — such as choral director development,
coaches for chapter choruses, and the Standing Ovation Program
(SOP).
Barbershop Harmony Society
Mark Conching, Honolulu, the Society’s Marketing and PR Committee
chair, shared recently with District Presidents what the committee is do-
ing and planning.
Developing a document about using social media and will de-
velop another one on using traditional media outlets
Continuing with the Singing for Life -- international blood drive
Developing information for use in the Society schools on “How to
Teach Marketing and PR”
Planning to promote barbershop harmony for greater accep-
tance as a true musical art form and to be performed well
Planning to be interactive with national choral associations such
as:
ACDA — American Choral Directors Association
MENC -- National Association for Music Education
IFCM -- International Federation for Choral Music
NATS — National Association of Teachers of Singing
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Brothers in song

By Mark Robb Bass

It is Sunday - Father's Day. Twenty five or so men get
up early, dress in their “Summer Performance” uniform of
the day and gather in the basement of a local church.
8:00 am and the morning begins with some coffee and
donuts. Everyone visits for a few minutes and then they
begin to do some vocal warm ups. The Director leads
them through some of the songs they will perform later
this morning. Car pools are arranged and they are off to
the first service of the morning. They drive to the service,
get organized, find out which two songs they will be sing-
ing here and move quietly into the choir loft. Two songs
are performed and they are back in the cars and vans to
drive to the next service. They will do six different ser-
vices before noon today. It's warm and humid this morn-
ing, but these fellows are joking and having fun as they
move from one service to the next.

It's lunch time now, still Father’s day, and they have one
more stop to make. They have been asked to sing at the
dedication of a memorial garden. They car pool to the
location, a townhome complex with a clubhouse, where
the wives of some of the men have arranged a light lunch
for them. They have some sandwiches, salads and cook-
ies for lunch. The dedication doesn’t start until 1:30 and
they have nearly an hour to wait. The Director runs
through the two songs they will perform and instructs
them in small changes that need to be made, vowel
matching, timing, chords that are not quite right. Still not
time to go yet. They begin to sing for the wives and
friends gathered there and for the pleasure of singing it
self. They are happiest when the people that are listening
are enjoying what they hear as much as they are enjoying
the harmonies they love to create. Before you know it
they have sung seven or eight numbers and it's time to go
out into the garden for the dedication.

All of these men have voluntarily given up this part of
Father’s Day to sing in honor of one of their Brothers in
Song. He has shared their fellowship in harmony for a
number of years and is gone now. But he is still part of
the family and needs their help today. These men are a
Barbershop Chorus. They are here today because he was
one of them, he was a Barbershop singer, and they have
shared many hours working at this hobby together. They
are here because they are Barbershoppers, more than a
chorus of men — Brothers in Song.

I am proud and honored every day, but especially to-
day, to be a member of their Brotherhood.

The Little Apple Chorus members gather
on the path in Memorial Garden for Leo
Dreiling at the Westbank clubhouse, to

sing for the dedication ceremony. This is

one last thing they can do for a departed
brother in song.

The water feature at the memorial is

beautiful. There are also many plantings,
including a variety of roses.
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Twice night

By Dave Fink Bass

The Little Apple Chorus at the Manhattan
Band Shell

Our performance with the Manhattan Municipal
Band started off with a quick practice the evening be-
fore. We showed up at the appointed hour and the
Band had to have been there an hour before us. They
were all in their places and warming up when | showed
up. Some of our guys must have been there early also
because the risers were set up and the sound system
in place. (What did the world do before we had that
great sound system?)

The practice session proceeded and the band
sounded great! The 'girl singer' looked and sounded
great too! When it came to our part, things began to
unravel. Mind you, it wasn't the end of the world, and
certain things need to happen in a certain sequence in
order for a certain predetermined outcome to be
achieved. It's some kind of “Law of Nature”, I'm sure.

| started off feeling a little sorry for the band mem-
bers being stuck inside of the band shell while we en-
joyed a cool, but limited breeze. As time wore on and
the wheel showed signs of being reinvented for the
third, fourth, and fifth time, and the clouds continued to
look more threatening, | was starting to suspect a con-
spiracy was afoot. The band shell was starting to look
pretty inviting!

Then, as suddenly as they had appeared, all the
wrinkles smoothed out and it looked as if success was
ours! Yeah, Team! (Quick — stash our stuff and get
out of Dodge before the sky opens up!) “See you to-
morrow night — Great Job!”

Tuesday night is here and we are here and the rest
of the world -- IS HERE! What a turn out —- WOW! No
parking, wall to wall people, and we don't start for an-
other forty minutes. What's up? Well, it seems there
is a band camp on the campus and they are going to
play too! OK, this will be good! Another microphone

was added to our great sound system (I love talking about
our new sound system and it's 'Proud Papas') and that
easily doubled the beautiful sound production.

It's Showtime! It was a night of TWICE. The perform-
ers out numbered the audience by at least TWICE. We
had TWICE as many bands as we had planned on. The
band(s) and the chorus sounded TWICE as good as the
night before. We spread TWICE the good will in the com-
munity as we had before and I'd like to see us sing with
that band at least TWICE more this summer. We even
did the Pledge of Allegiance TWICE, just for good meas-
ure!

If you were there, you know that nothing replaces per-
forming! NOTHING! (See, TWICE!) If you couldn't join
us that night, I'm sorry! But keep the faith, there will be
more opportunities to perform and it will be great then
also!

Special thanks needs to be expressed to the guy with
the toughest job there, our director, Ken Lang !

Not only did he have to coordinate everything, make sure
the sound system was there and operating, the risers
were in place and set up, he had to keep us corralled and
even had to direct us - by being directed - by the band
director! He, along with our President, Bill Hanson are
large parts of the reason we are who we are and | would
like to extend our sincere gratitude for all the hard work
they do to make us the best Barbershop Chorus in Kan-
sas!

Our director, Ken Lang, takes an opportunity
to rise up and instruct his chorus.

Somebody has said there are only two kinds
of people in the world. There are those who
wake up in the morning and say, "Good
morning, Lord ," and there are those who
wake up in the morning and say, "Good
Lord, it's morning




June July 2010 InCider Press

Bill Hanson, Manhattan Chapter President presents
the April "Barbershopper of the Month" award to
Mark Robb for his outstanding work in organizing an d
managing the Show Program ad campaign for the
2010 Chapter Spring Show.

Bill Hanson presents editor Karen Nanninga
with a plaque for second place in the CSD
Electronic Bulletin Contest this spring.

An elderly gentleman with serious hearing problems
goes to the doctor who fits him with hearing aids that al-
low him to hear at 100% for the first time in many years.

The elderly man goes back in a month for a checkup.
The doctor says, "Your hearing is perfect. Your family
must be really pleased that you can hear again.”

To which the gentleman replies, “Oh, | haven't told my
family yet. | just sit around and listen to the conversations.
I've changed my will three times!”

Note able notes
from the board.

By Pat Caffey, Secretary

At the June board meeting there were a couple of
things discussed that may be of interest to mem-
bers. There is a proposal being considered that would
increase, by thirty minutes, the regular Thursday chap-
ter meetings. This would, without reducing our re-
hearsal time, allow us to spend time on things like
singing tags, quartet singing, woodshedding and other
things that are fun and/or improve our quality of sing-
ing.

In other action, the board decided to offer chapter
members the opportunity to purchase a new summer
uniform shirt for $15. If a member wants to purchase
two shirts, they would get an even better deal, by get-
ting both shirts for $25. The chapter will pay the rest of
the cost of the shirts. This is part of an effort to help
spruce up the appearance of the chorus when we ap-
pear in our summer uniforms. No one would be forced
to buy a new shirt, but if a member's shirt is looking a
little worse for the wear, they could get a new one (or
even better, two) at a bargain price.

The next board meeting will not be held until August
16th at 7:30 pm. at Westbank Townhomes. As al-
ways, chapter members are welcome to attend.

Dave Fink presents Scott Herzig with his
membership plaque while Man of Note
Brian Arthuard-Day looks on. The article
on Scott failed to arrive. We hope to have
more information later.
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How to socialize with a
guest

From Hunterdon Harmonizer, Linda Williams, editor

For many of us, socializing with a guest may be sec-
ond nature, but not all of us are as comfortable with
chatting up someone we have just met.

The first concept is called “Opening.” This is the art
of starting a conversation and getting a guest to open
up about himself. We want to make the guest feel
comfortable with us and to be included in not just our
musical activities, but the social “down time” as well. If
you see a guest who is by himself, not being ap-
proached by anyone, that's your guy. Obviously, don’t
be intrusive, but be welcoming. Obvious conversation
openers might include how he heard about us, or who
he knows in the chorus. Could be where he’s from, his
musical background, etc. After a few moments you're
bound to find common interests or experiences that
will lead to stories and banter. If he's up for some sing-
ing, feel free to get a tag started, possibly letting him
partner up with someone on his part.

The second concept is called “Passing,” and is an
equally vital step. | highlight it here because it is per-
haps less obvious than opening. Not everyone is going
to click immediately, so if you're talking to a guest and
don't feel like you have much to say, you may want to
pass him to another chorus member. Simply walking
away and leaving him standing wouldn’t be very hospi-
table. Rather, introduce him to a member with whom
he might have more to talk about or maybe get a group
conversation going that he can be part of. Obviously,
don't pass excessively—you should get in as much
good conversation as you can.

The key with each of these ideas is to be inclusive
with the guest. Anyone that knows the Harmonizers
knows that we're not shy or off-putting. When a guest
comes by to see us, it is certain that he'll be left not
only with a great impression of our musicianship, but
with a feeling of belonging and a comfort that perhaps
he didn’t expect.

Church Performance dates
July 18
July 25
August 1

Side effects

by Terry Nanninga Lead

One of the side effects of being in the same house as
the editor of the InCider is getting to read all of the news-
letters and chapter bulletins that come as a courtesy from
other chapters. | have never tried to count the number but
that is not really important for this article. They come in
many different formats and layouts. Some online, some
print copies, all telling about things that are important to
that chapter. Most all have a common theme, activities of
that chapter, birthdays, chapter performances , something
about how we can improve our craft. Most all want to
grow, improve, entertain and most of all have a good time
doing it. We see borrowed articles, adapted articles, re-
peated articles, the real good ones might show up many
times.

Our chapter activities are repeated several times over a
period of time. We do many things right but for the good
times to spread someone needs to write and express
themselves. If you have a thought that you feel a need to
express it doesn't have to be deadline day to write it down
and send to the editor. Articles could come in anytime be
saved and used to make the Manhattan chapter bulletin
better.

June/ July

Birthdays

Larry Bowers  3-Jun

John Trail  4-Jun Chaz Martin ~ 24-Jul
John Coty 12-Jun Bob Ridley 26-Jul
Mark Robb 17-Jun Bill Hanson 22-Jul
Travis Troyer 25-Jun John Borchers  20-Jul

Mason Swenson 21-Jun Wil Stanfield 31-Jul

We all get heavier as we get
older because there’s a lot more
information in our heads. So I'm
not fat, I'm just really intelligent
and my head couldn’t hold any-
more so it started filling up the
rest of me.

That's my story and I'm
sticking to it!
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Komments
From
Karen

Well Summer has arrived. | see that you have a busy
schedule for the Summer. But it is more fun to be busy
than have nothing to do. At least | think so.

| sure enjoyed hearing you sing at the park with the city
band. You sounded so good. And the crowd around me
was also impressed. You could hear “wow” “ Oh my”
“awesome”. It is fun for me to hear the comments of
someone who has not heard the barbershop sound be-
fore. They are always impressed with it.

Then | was able to go with you on Sunday for the six
different Church performances. And yes | heard the
same two songs six times. It doesn’t get old.

After coming out of one of the churches, Terry asked
me “ How did we sound?” | told him | wasn't a critic this
time | was the photographer.

When we were at the club house and you started sing-
ing standing around the room, four of us ladies were sit-
ting in the middle of the room at a table. They all com-
mented on how great the sound is sitting in the center of
it. | have to agree. We don't get that chance very often.
Thanks for all the good sound.

Also the last church performance will be up in our area.
We will have a picnic in our yard after the singing.

Be an Ambassador of Harmony
By Dave Fink Bass

How would you like to be an Ambassador of Harmony? Yes,
me too! But for now, | need for us to be ambassadors of Bar-
bershop harmony to the Kansas Choir Directors Association
who will be having their convention at the Topeka Holidome on
July 8th and 9th.

This project started almost six months ago and has been coor-
dinated by Harvey Kaiser. The KCDA wanted their convention
to have a Barbershop theme and made arrangements to have "3
Men and a Melody" perform on their opening night. Scheduling
problems arose and we, and the Topeka chapter, were asked
for financial assistance to help bring it all together.

Our chapter and the Capital City Chorus will man a booth
jointly at the convention and we are expecting 150-175 conven-
tioneers. The potential for us to reach so many singers is stag-
gering! If each director only had 10 choir members and only
20% of those became involved, that would be 300 new singers -
easily twice the number of Kansas singers that we now have in
the Barbershop Harmony Society AND The Sweet Adeli-
nes! Think of it! You could help make that happen!

We will be greeting guests, answering questions,
handing out brochures and showing videos. The guys from

An adventure
With
Harry Harmony

You maybe did not know Harry is Polish. Here is one
of his stories.

Harry moved to the USA and married an American
girl. Although his English was far from perfect, they got
along very well until one day he rushed into a lawyer's
office and asked him if he could arrange a divorce for
him - "very quick."

The lawyer said that the speed for getting a divorce
would depend on the circumstances, and asked him
the following questions:

Lawyer: "Have you any grounds?"
Harry: "JA, JA, acre and half and nice little home."

Lawyer: "No," | mean what is the foundation of this
case?"

Harry: "It made of concrete.”

Lawyer: "Does either of you have a real grudge?"
Harry: "No, we have carport, and not need one.”
Lawyer: "I mean, What are your relations like?"

Harry: "All my relations still in Poland "

Lawyer: "Is there any infidelity in your marriage?"

Harry: "Ja, we have hi- fidelity stereo set and good
DVD player."

Lawyer: Does your wife beat you up?"

Harry: "No, | always up before her."

Lawyer: "WHY do you want this divorce?"

Harry: "She is going to kill me."

Lawyer: "What makes you think that?"

Harry: "l got proof.

Lawyer: "What kind of proof?"

Harry: "She is going to poison me. She buys a bottle at
drugstore and put on shelf in bathroom. | can

read, and it says, 'Polish Remover

i

Topeka are looking forward to it also and I'm sure there will
be some chords rung and good times had while we are
there.

Scheduled hours for the booth are currently:
Thursday, July 8th 2:30 - 5:00 and 8:15 - 10:00
Friday, July 9th 9:00 - 3:00

We sure hope you can join us there - sign-up sheets will
be at rehearsals. Being an ‘ambassador of harmony' isn't
just about the gold, but about the goal of the Little Apple
Chorus being the leaders of Barbershop singing in Kansas,
now and in the future




Calendar of Events

June 24 Chapter meeting
July 1 Chapter meeting
July 8 Chapter meeting
Ladies night
July 15 Chapter meeting
July 18 Church Performance
July 22 Chapter meeting
July 25 Church Performance
July 29 Chapter meeting
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Deadline for submitting articles for the next
InCider is August 8th

Thanks to the following for contribution
articles .

Bill Hanson, Dave Fink, Terry Nanninga Mark
Robb, Tom Phillips and Harvey Kiser




